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PRELUDE 


Introduction 


Alhamdu lilldh. Indeed, all glory and praise is due to Allah. We glorify 
and praise Him, and we ask Him for help and forgiveness. In Allah we 
seek refuge from the evils of ourselves and from our wrong doings. He 
whom Allah guides shall not be misguided, and he whom He 
misguides shall never be guided. 

I bear witness that there is no true god except Allah, alone without 
any partners, and I bear witness that Muhammad ($1) is His ‘ Abd 1 
and Messenger. 


9*9 




% ajU; ail \j£\ \£A &jji l$ji l;> 

\ • r 01,-x ji <ooj 


«Believers! Fear and worship Allah as He deserves, 
and do not die except as Muslims.» 2 


s&j s'jb-ij ^ ^ j jji i ^ilii i*i l;> 

J ill ill I Jf\j E TLjj 1^ V U, L^lo cJj 

\ ,lji <oCjj sir ail Si sJrLj 


«People! Revere your Lord who has created you 
from one soul, and created from it its mate, and 
from these two spread forth multitudes of men and 
women; and fear Allah through whom you demand 
[your mutual rights], and [revere the ties of] the 
wombs. Indeed, Allah is ever-watchful over you.» 3 


1 'Abd: Devoted servant and worshipper. 

2 Al ' Imran 2>:\ 02. 

3 An-Nisa’AA. 

ix 
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oiibju aji ijfi i_£i; ^ jjT i*fc> 

osi a ail y: ^ ^ 'f&j \ ^ i ^ 
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«Believers! Revere Allah, and [always] speak the 
truth. He will then direct you to do righteous deeds 
and will forgive your sins. And whoever obeys Allah 
and His Messenger has indeed achieved a great 
victory.» 1 


Verily, the best words are those of Allah (§i); the best guidance is 
that of Muhammad ($1); the worst matters [in creed or worship] are 
those innovated [by people], for every such innovated matter is a 
bid ah 2 , and every bid ah is an act of misguidance that deserves the 
Fire. 3 


Our Da'wah and Objectives 

Our goal in this and our other works is to propagate the True 
Da'wah 4 that derives from the Book of Allah ($g) and the Sunnah 5 
of His Messenger (0). Propagating this Da'wah is a duty that every 
Muslim should cherish. Allah (fH) says: 

^ Jl 

N • i jl Jl <D liLXjYj £ 

«Let there arise from you a group of people inviting 


s' O s' • s' s' , } 9 S if s' ft .s' s' 


Jb Sil }S& 


1 Al-Ahzab 33:70-71. 

2 Bid ah: Innovation in the creed or in acts of worship. 

3 These opening paragraphs are a translation of Khutbat ul-Hajah (the Sermon of 
Need) with which the Messenger (0) used to start his speeches and which he was 
keen to teach to his companions. 

4 Da'wah: Call and mission. 

5 Sunnah: Way, guidance, teachings, etc. 
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to all that is good {Islam), enjoining what is right 
(according to Islam), and forbidding what is wrong 
(according to Islam). These are the ones who will 
achieve success.» 1 


This Dawah may be summarized in two words: tasfiyah (cleansing 
and purification) and tarbiyah (cultivation and education). Allah (j$g) 
refers to this in the following: 


^ i j ^ ^jjT » 
yii ja ^ zsJij ccisui 

V <Oav J— ^ 


«He it is who has sent unto the unlettered people a 
Messenger from among themselves to convey unto 
them His messages, to purify them, and to teach 
them the Book and the Wisdom - whereas before 
that they had been, most obviously, in clear 
misguidances 2 


Propagating the True Dawah must then be pursued through 
purifying Islam from unfounded beliefs and practices, and working 
patiently to assist the Muslims abide by the true and purified religion. 
This must be done at various levels as follows: 


1. We must uphold the sublime Quran and the Prophet's authentic 
Sunnah, and comprehend them in accordance with the 
understanding and practice of the righteous Salaf 3 . This is 
Allah’s ($t) command, as in the following: 




1 A! ’Imran 3:104. 

2 Al-Jumuah 62:2. 

3 The sahabah (the Prophet's companions; singular sahabt) and their true followers. 
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0 .. " I " " " ' 1 0 * ' f c k \* •••**■* \\ 1 ^ ''' 
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«If anyone contends with the Messenger after the 
Guidance has been plainly conveyed to him, and 
follows a path other than that of the believers, We 
shall leave him in the path he has chosen, and land 
him in Hell: What an evil abode!» 1 


And He (§ig) says: 

> rv » jU\ <oijj&J jL*i aj j^i; t. jLu i jii> 

«So if they believe as you believe 2 , they are indeed 
on the right path.» 3 4 


2. We must enlighten and educate the Muslims, urging them to 
comply with the true Din \ act according to its teachings, and 
adorn themselves with its virtues and ethics. This will ensure 
Allah's acceptance, through which they will realize happiness and 
glory, as indicated in the following: 


I I & JJl VI ol o 

' t ' ' 

r-\ ^o*ji <o i>i^j 


«By the passing time, man is indeed in loss, except 
those who believe, do good deeds, enjoin upon one 
another the keeping to truth, and enjoin upon one 
another patience in adversity .» 5 


1 An-Nisa 4:115. 

2 The address here is to the companions of the Messenger (^). 

3 Al-Baqarah 2:137 . 

4 Din : Religion. 

5 Al-Asr 103:1-3. 
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3. We must caution the Muslims and exhort them to absolve their 
lives of any thoughts alien to the pure and essential tenets of Islam, 
such as shirk (polytheism), bidahs, or philosophy. This is a duty 
that Allah ($g) enjoins on us by saying: 


% War, 

r ijbiii 


«Help one another in righteousness and piety; and 
do not help one another in sinning and 
transgressions 1 


4. We must help cleanse the Sunnah of weak and fabricated 
narrations. The weak reports and unfounded beliefs have marred 
the clarity of Islam, preventing the Muslims’ advancement. This 
duty is of such absolute vitality that the Messenger (HH) praised 
those who perform it by saying: 


<This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy 
ones of every generation - they will expel from it the 
alterations made by those going beyond bounds, the 
false claims of the liars, and the false interpretations 
of the ignorant.> 2 


5. Guided by the Islamic principles 3 , we must strive to revive the 
unobstructed Islamic thought, and oppose stubborn adherence to 
mathhabs 4 and prejudiced loyalty to parties. Neglecting this in the 
past has caused rust to dwell on the hearts and minds of Muslims, 


1 Al-Maidah 5:2. 

2 Authentic - Reported by Ibn 'Adiyy and others. 

3 These principles are described in point "1" above. 

4 Mathhab : Way or approach. It mostly refers to one of the four Islamic schools of 
legislation and jurisprudence that were based on the research and understanding of 
the Four Imams (scholars): Abu HanTfah an-Nu'man Bin Thabit, Malik Bin Anas, 
Ahmad Bin Hanbal, and Muhammad Bin Idris ash-Shafn - May Allah (§)§) bestow 
His mercy on them all. 




Prelude 


xiv 


Life in al-Barzakh 


diverting them from the pure original sources of Islam , and causing 
them to deviate from the honest Islamic brotherhood called to by 
Allah ($g): 

\ • r jT <oi jji i 

«And hold fast all together, by the rope of Allah, and 
be not divided among yourselves.» 1 

And by His Messenger (HH): 

<Be, worshippers of Allah, one brethren.> 2 


6. We must help provide realistic Islamic solutions to contemporary 
problems, and strive to resume a true Islamic way of life and 
establish a true Islamic society governed by Allah's law. Allah (i$g) 
says: 


t\ * juiLi % iltf jj3i l»j ^ 0 ij> 


«Hence, judge between them in accordance with 
what Allah has revealed, and do not follow their 
errant views.» 3 


We call upon all the Muslims to support us in carrying out this 
noble trust. This will surely elevate and honor them and spread the 
eternal message of Islam all over the earth, as is Allah's true promise: 


z* ^ ^ jfi 


«He it is who has sent His Messenger with Guidance 
and the Religion of Truth, in order to make it 


1 Al ‘ Imran 3: 1 03. 

2 AI-BukharT and Muslim. 

3 Al-Maidah 5:49. 
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prevail over all [false] religion, however hateful this 
may be to the mushriks (those who ascribe divinity 
to other than Allah).» 1 


General Approach in This Work 

A large number of Islamic writings in recent times lack the correctness 
and preciseness that are expected in a true Islamic approach. They 
suffer from two major problems: 

1. Unconcern about the importance of relying only on authentic 
evidence, particularly in quoting hadiths 2 . Thus some 
conclusions that they reach, and some principles that they 
establish are, in the least, of doubtful validity. 

2. Replacing the glorious thought and sound understanding of the 
early righteous pioneers and scholars of Islam (the Salqf 
with inferior opinions and speculations of later scholars. 

These problems have led to the following serious consequences: 

► A deformation in some of the fundamental beliefs for the 
majority of Muslims, including many who are regarded as 
scholars. 

► Practicing Islam in a way that conflicts with the teachings of 
the Prophet Muhammad (H). 

Through the ages, only few true scholars (ulama’) have directed 
their efforts to correcting these problems through reviving the authentic 
Sunnah and fighting bidahs. Their efforts have always been greatly 


1 As-Saff 61:9. 

2 Hadith : Reports of the Prophet's sayings, actions, and approvals. Our convention is 
to use hadith (plural hadiths) with lower case h to indicate single report(s), and 
Hadith with upper case H to indicate the subject of Hadith specialty. 
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countered and fiercely rejected by their contemporaries. But there is no 
way to stop the truth from spreading, and Allah's Light will surely be 
complete and prevalent. These ‘ ulama ’ (may Allah bless them and 
reward their efforts) have produced- marvelous writings that have 
rectified the Islamic beliefs and practices. 

Very little of these great writings have been translated to English, 
or have been resorted to in English writings on Islam. Thus a good 
deal of the existing Islamic literature in English suffers from the two 
problems cited earlier. It also suffers from additional problems, mainly: 

3. Many writers have had a shallow Islamic education. They had 
to self-educate themselves to meet the requirements of dawah 
in the West. But their education has not been, in general, 
adequate enough to qualify them to write on Islam. 

4. Some non-Muslim scholars and orientalists have volunteered to 
write on Islam. Despite their wide academic knowledge, their 
writings on Islam are usually charged with obvious fallacies 
and prejudiced misinformation. 

These problems have caused a further deviation from the truth in 
many of today's English writings and talks on Islam. 

This publication is, therefore, a humble response to our realization 
of a great responsibility: the responsibility to help bring forth, before 
the general English speaking public, writings that refine the Islamic 
concepts from the above problems and present Islam pure and simple, 
as close as possible to the way that it was understood and practiced by 
its early good pioneers - the Salaf. 


Translating and Transliterating Arabic 

Attempt has been made to minimize the use of Arabic terms. This is 
a frequently neglected service to the English speaking reader. 
Transliterated Arabic terms are used in the following two situations 
only: 
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a) When no English expression is found that can reflect the same 
meaning as the original term. 

b) When it is judged that an Arabic term is of such importance 
that it is essential to familiarize the readers with it. 

In such cases, the Arabic terms are defined at their first occurrence, 
between brackets or in a footnote. They are then include in the INDEX 
OF ARABIC TERMS, usually appearing at the end of the book. 

Except for proper nouns, transliterated Arabic terms are italicized. 
In general, the rules of English pronunciation can be applied. The 
following table includes additional symbols employed in this book to 
help pronounce the Arabic terms. 


Symbol 

Stands for 

English Equivalent Sounds 

a, A 

Alif { long vowel a) 

Mostly: Man, sad. 

At times: Father, hard, god. 

u, 0 

Waw (long vowel u) 

Root, soup, flute. 

I, I 

Yd '-(long vowel i) 

Seed, lean, piece, receive. 

> 

Hamzah 

The first consonant vocal 
sound uttered when saying: at, 
it or oh. 

Th, th 

Thd ‘ 

Three, moth. 

H, h 

HZ’ 

No equivalent. Produced in the 
lower throat, below “h”. 
Resembles the sound produced 
after swallowing. 

Kh, kh 

Kha’ 

No equivalent. Produced in the 
back of the mouth and top of 
the throat. 

Ih, th 

Thai 

There, mother. 
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Symbol 

Stands for 

English Equivalent Sounds 

S, s 

Sad 

A deeper “s” sound. Somewhat 
close to the “sc” in “muscle”. 

P, d 

Dad 

Sounds deeper than a “d”. 
Produced by touching the 
tongue to the mouth's roof. 

T, t 

Tah 

Similar but deeper than a “t”. 

Z, z 

Zah 

A deeper thal, produced by 
touching the tip of the tongue 
to the back of the front teeth. 

t 

‘Ayn 

Produced in the bottom of the 
throat, underneath “h”. 

Gh, gh 

Ghayn 

A gurgling sound produced in 
the back of the mouth, just 
above the kha. Similar to the 
“R” in some french accents. 

Q, q 

Qaf 

Somewhat similar to the “c” in 
“coffee”. 


Translating and Referencing Qur'an and Hacfith 

The Quran contains Allah's exact words. These words cannot be 
exactly translated into other languages because of possible 
misinterpretations and limited human understanding. It is best to 
translate the meanings as understood by the Muslim scholars. This is 
what is attempted here. When an ayah 1 is cited, the Arabic text is 
quoted first, followed, between double angle quotation marks («»), by 


1 Ayah: A Quranic phrase approximately equal to one sentence, but sometimes longer 
or shorter than that. Its plural is ayat. 
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the English meaning in boldface. The meaning is extracted from books 
of tafslr ( Quranic commentaries and interpretations) and from 
accessible translations. 

The location of a Quranic citation is specified in a footnote. It 
provides the name of the surah ( Quranic chapter) followed by its 
number and the number(s) of the ayah( s) cited. 

In general, the Arabic text of a cited hadTth is not provided. This 
is based on a general agreement among the ‘ ulama 'permitting relating 
hadTth?, by meaning. The meaning of a hadTth is included, in boldface, 
between single angle quotation marks (<>). 

A footnote normally specifies the location of a cited hadTth in the 
HadTth compilations. The footnote indicates as well its degree of 
authenticity and the names of scholars who made such judgement. If 
a hadTth is narrated by al-Bukharl or Muslim, its authenticity is taken 
for granted. 


Notable Utterances 

Out of love, appreciation, gratitude or other noble feelings, a Muslim 
is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention of Allah, His 
messengers, the angels, the sahabah, or other righteous Muslims. We 
present these phrases in condensed Arabic calligraphy as follows: 


Phrase 

Mentioned 

with 

Transliteration 

Meaning 

'M 

Allah’s 

Name 

Subhanahu wa 
taala. 

He is exalted 
above weakness 
and indignity. 

m 

Allah’s 

Name 

‘ Azza wa-jall. 

May He be 
hollowed and 
glorified. 

& 

Allah’s 

Name 

Jalla jalaluh. 

May His glory be 
hollowed. 
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Phrase 

Mentioned 

with 

Transliteration 

Meaning 


Muhammad 
and other 
prophets 

Salla ’Llahu 
‘alayhi wa 
sallam 

May Allah's peace 
and praise be on 
him. 

m 

Prophets 
and angels 

‘Alayh is-Salam. 

Peace be on him. 


A male 
companion 

Radiya ’Llahu 
' anhu . 

May Allah be 
pleased with him. 


A female 
companion 

Radiya ’Llahu 
‘ anha . 

May Allah be 
pleased with her. 


Two 

companion 

Radiya ’Llahu 
‘anhuma. 

May Allah be 
pleased with them. 


More than 

two 

companions 

Radiya ’Llahu 
'anhum. 

May Allah be 
pleased with them. 

jjte 

A past 
scholar or 
righteous 
Muslim. 

Rahimahu ’Llah. 

May Allah have 
mercy on him. 


When coming across any of these symbols, the reader is advised to 
utter the complete phrase in order to obtain the reward of saying the 
appropriate thikr (remembrance) or dua (invocation). 


1 Uttering this is sometimes described as, “saying salah upon the Messenger”. 
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Death is the ultimate reality that no human being can escape. It forces 
everyone to realize the worthlessness of this worldly life and the 
necessity to prepare for the permanent abode in the next one. It awes 
people and challenges all of their false claims and deviant beliefs. It 
puts an end to their hopes for prosperity in this life. It transfers them 
to an intermediate stage of living totally different from the life in this 
world. Once there, they have no way of returning to this life. 
Allah says: 


jw o ^»>j\ L/, jis o^ji ^Jb-i w 

jaj l#l$ > US' 51 icSJ LLi Jlil 

' • 6^1 <o r >: 'J\ cX5 r&j 


«Until, when death comes to one of them (those who 
join partners with Allah), he says, “My Lord! Send 
me back. Perhaps I may do good in that which I 
have left behind!” No! It is but a word that he 
speaks, and behind them is a banjakh (barrier) until 
the day when they are raised up.» 1 


This Book 

The purpose of this book is to cover the details of this intermediate life 
in al-Barzakh. The discussion is only based on authentic texts from 
Allah’s Book and His Messenger’s Sunnah. It totally avoids unfounded 
presumptions and speculations that people have accumulated in various 
cultures and societies. 


1 Al-Muminun 23 : 99 - 100 . 
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In addition to the subjects usually discussed when dealing with the 
study of al-Barzakh, we include in this book material covering subjects 
that, we believe, are highly relevant. Among these is “Communication 
with Al-barzakh (Chapter 10)” and “Things That Benefit the Dead 
(Chapter 1 1)”. Other material, which is believed to be relevant but not 
to the same high degree, is included in the other parts of this series 
(The Inevitable Journey). 

Whereas we make no claim to encompassing all authentic texts 
related to this subject, we have made a serious attempt to cover all 
authentic incidents and help form as complete a picture of that stage 
of life as possible. 

Our hope is to provide with this an important reference that will 
help people gain a clear understanding of that inevitable stage of life 
and, therefore, help them prepare themselves for it. 

We have attempted to present the material in a highly structured 
and organized manner, introducing tables as much as possible, in order 
to enable using the book as a classroom or study-circle reference. 


References 

The idea of this book started with a rough translation of the booklet 
“ Al-Qabr , Athabuhii wa-Ndlmuh (The Grave, Its Tortures and 
Pleasures)” by Husayn al-‘Awayshah. However, that book was found 
to lack in providing sufficient commentary on the cited texts. Its 
titles were found to be unstructured, presenting the material in a 
somewhat unorganized and detached manner. 

When it was found that, in addition to the above, it was not 
possible to reach an acceptable agreement with the Arabic publisher of 
that booklet, it was decided to give up that book and rewrite a more 
complete manual on the subject of al-Barzakh. The fruit of that is in 
your hands. 

In addition to the above-mentioned reference, we have used a 
number of other references, many of which are cited in the back of the 
book. The most important of those are “ Ahkam ul-Janaizi wa- 
Bidauha (The Regulations of Funerals, and Innovations Thereof)” and 
“ Al-Ayat ul-Bayyinat, FT ‘ Adami Sama il-Amwat (The Clear Signs 
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Concerning the Inability of the Dead to Hear)”, both by Muhammad 
Nasir ud-DTn il-Albanl. 
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CHAPTER 1 


THE APPROACH OF DEATH 


Loving to Meet Allah 

A true believer’s greatest wish and ultimate hope is to meet his 
Lord ($g) and be able to see Him in the hereafter. ‘Ubadah Bin as- 
Samit ( 4 ») reported that the Prophet ( 0 ) said: 

<Whoever loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet 
him; and whoever hates to meet Allah, Allah hates 
to meet him.> 

On hearing this, 'A’ishah Os^fe) exclaimed, “But we do hate death!” 
The Prophet ( 0 ) responded: 

<This is not what it means! When death comes to a 
believer, he is given the tidings of Allah’s acceptance 
and bounties. Nothing is then dearer to him than 
what is ahead: he loves to meet Allah; and Allah 
loves to meet him. But when death comes to a 
disbeliever, he is given the tidings of Allah’s torture 
and punishment. Nothing is then more hateful to him 
than what is ahead: he hates to meet Allah; and 
Allah hates to meet him.> 1 

Similar to this is Abu Hurayrah’s hadlth (presented in full in 
Chapter 2) that Allah’s Messenger ( 0 ) said: 

<Verily, when death descends upon a believer, and he 
witnesses things (implying his forthcoming rewards), 



1 Al-Bukhart and Muslim. 
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he wishes that his soul would depart (quickly), and 
Allah loves to meet him ... 

And when death descends upon an enemy of 
Allah, and he witnesses things (implying his 
imminent punishment), he wishes that his soul would 
never depart, and Allah hates to meet him.> 1 


Allah Hesitates to Take a Believer's Soul 

Allah (Ulg) loves the believers in proportion to their obedience to Him 
and His Messenger ($&). When Allah loves a person, he becomes so 
supportive to him and so protective that He would prevent any harm 
from reaching him, and He would even hesitate to inflict death on him 
- except that it is an avoidable thing that He had decreed for all 
human beings. Abu Hurayrah (<&>) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (0) said that Allah ($g) said: 

< Whoever harms a wall 2 of Mine, I declare war 
against him. 

My abd 3 does not draw closer to Me with 
anything dearer to Me than the religious duties I 
have mandated upon him. 

And My abd continues to draw closer to Me 
with voluntary acts (of worship) until I love him; 
when I love him, I become his ears with which he 
hears, his eyes with which he sees, his hand with 
which he strikes and his foot with which he walks. 

Would he then ask me for anything, I surely grant 
it to him; and would he seek refuge in Me, I surely 
shelter him. 


1 Recorded by al-Bazzar; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( as-Sahihah no. 2628). 

2 Wall: Ally. 

3 'Abd: A slave or worshipper. 
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I do not hesitate in anything I have to do as I 
hesitate in taking the life of my believing ‘abd: he 
hates death and I hate to hurt him.> 1 


Satan's Presence at the Time of Death 

Shay tan 2 works hard to entice people to commit evil actions. He is 
intent to be present when a person does any action that he may be able 
to influence by introducing into it any possible amount of sinning. The 
moment of death is a final chance that Shay tan wants to try, hoping 
to make the dying person end his life with evil, impiety, or 
disobedience. Jabir Bin ‘Abdillah 0&>) reported that the Prophet (0) 
said: 


< Verily the Shay tan attends with you in all your 
actions. He attends when you eat; if any morsel of 
food drops, wipe the dirt off it, and eat it instead of 
leaving it for the Shay tan. After finishing, lick your 
fingers, because you do not know where in the food 
the blessing lies.> 3 


The Disbeliever's Wish to Return to Life 


As indicated in the hadTths of ‘Ubadah and Abu Hurayrah ($&) (p. 1 
above), when the reality of death comes to a believer, he welcomes it 
and longs to meet his Lord (ifcil). A disbeliever, on the other hand, 
fears such a meeting and hates it. Allah ($g) says: 


JulfT \lf\ Ss cSJ pi IklP [pj 


1 Al-Bukharl. 

2 Shay fan\ Satan. 

3 Muslim. 
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«Until, when death comes to one of them (those who 
join partners with Allah), he says, “My Lord! Send 
me back. Perhaps I may do good in that which I 
have left behind!” No! It is but a word that he 
speaks, and behind them is a barrier until the day 
when they are raised up.» 1 


Agonies of Death 

Death arrives with pains and agonies of which no human being is 
spared - not even the prophets. ‘A’ishah reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (H) said: 

<La ilaha illallah 2 . Verily death comes with 
agonies.> 3 


Too Late for the Disbelievers to Declare Faith 

A disbeliever's declaration of faith at the time of Death will be 
rejected. Ibn ‘Abbas ($*>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<When Allah ($g) drowned Pharaoh, he said, “(Now) 

I believe that there is no (true) god except Him in 
Whom the children of Israel believe.” Jibrll said, “O 
Muhammad, would you have seen me as I took black 
dirt from the sea and stuffed it into his mouth, 
fearing that the Mercy might reach him.”> 4 


1 Al-Muminun 23:99-100. 

2 There is no deity worthy of worship but Allah. 

3 Al-Bukhari and Ahmad. 

4 Recorded by Ahmad and at-TirmithT; verified to be authentic by al-Albanl ( SahXh ul- 
Jami no. 5206). 
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The First Step into the Hereafter 

Death is the first step into the hereafter, and the grave is the first of 
the hereafter’s domiciles. HanT, 'Uthman Bin ‘Affan’s (#>) servant, 
said that whenever 'Uthman stood over a grave, he would cry until he 
soaked his beard. He was told, “You remember Jannah and the Fire 
without weeping, but you weep when you remember the grave!” He 
replied, “Indeed, I heard Allah’s Messenger (sll) say: 

<The grave is the first of the hereafter’s domiciles; if 
one passes through it safely, what follows will be 
easier; and if one does not pass through it safely, 
what follows will be more horribles 

And I heard Allah’s Messenger (H>) say: 

<1 have never seen a dreadful view but the grave is 
even more dreadfuls ” 1 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahlh ut-Targhibi 
wat-Tarhlb). 



CHAPTER 2 


TEXTS DESCRIBING AL-BARZAKH 


In this chapter, we present a number of long hadlths, each describing 
various happenings in al-Barzakh. The incidents mentioned in these (as 
well as other hadiths) are summarized and segmented in the next four 
chapters to cover the four stages of the life of al-Barzakh. 


1. Al-Bara’s Hadlth 

Al-Bara Bin ‘Azib (*&>) reported that they (the companions) went out 
with Allah’s Messenger (iS) to the funeral of a man from al-Ansar 
They reached the location of the grave before it was dug. The 
Messenger ($1) sat down facing the Qiblah 1 2 3 ; and they sat around him 
quietly, as if afraid to disturb birds standing on their heads. He held in 
his hand a stick with which he was moving the earth. He looked 
toward the sky, then toward the earth, raising and lowering his eyes 
three times. He said to them (two or three times), <Seek refuge in 
Allah ($ig) from the punishment of the grave.> Then he said (three 
times): 


<0 Allah, I seek refuge in You from the punishment 
of the graven 

He (0) continued: 

<Verily, when a believing abd 3 is at the point of 
departure from the worldly life, and is about to 


1 These are the companions of the Prophet (is|&) from al-MadTnah who helped and 
supported him when he migrated to them. 

2 The Qiblah: The direction of al-Ka'bah. 

3 A slave, servant, or created being of Allah (B§). 

7 
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enter the next life angels descend from heaven. 
Their faces are white (and bright) like the sun. They 
carry with them a shroud from the clothes of 
Jannah, and embalmment from the fragrance of 
Jannah. They sit away from him at the limit of his 
eyesight. The angel of death then arrives, sits by his 
head, and says, “O good and peaceful soul, depart to 
Allah’s forgiveness and pleasure.” On hearing this, 
the soul leaves the body (as easily) as water drops 
flow from the spout of a water skin; and he (the 
Angel of Death) takes it. 

When the soul leaves his body, all angels between 
the heavens and the earth, and all angels in the 
heavens, pronounce salah on him 1 2 . All gates of the 
heavens open for him; the guardians of every gate 
implore Allah that this soul ascends in their 
direction. 

When the Angel of Death takes the soul, they (the 
other angels) do not leave it in his hand for as little 
as the blinking of an eye. They take it and place it in 
their shroud and embalmment. To this apply 
Allah’s (§i) words: 


A) r U^I <0 bM V Jjbj liLj 


«...Our messengers (the angels) take his soul, and 
they never neglect their duty.» 3 


There emanates then from the soul the best 
smelling scent of musk that ever existed on the 
surface of the earth. 

The angels then ascend with it. As they pass by 
gatherings of angels, they ask them, “What is this 
good soul?” They (the angels holding it) reply, “He 


1 i.e., he is close to death. 

2 i.e. they ask that he be forgiven. 

3 Al-Anam 6:61. 
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is so and so, son of so and so,” using the best names 
with which he had been addressed in the first life. 
When they reach the lowest heaven, they ask for 
permission to enter; and the gates open for them. 
The most elite (angels) of each heaven escort him to 
the next one, until he reaches the seventh heaven. 
Allah (t$f) then says, “Write My servant’s records in 
‘ Illiyyun ‘, 

\ * u^iUI <0 'ojlf Lo J y/l Uj) 

«And what will make you know what ‘ Illiyyun is? 
An inscribed register, witnessed by those nearest (to 
Allah - among the angels).» 1 2 ” 

Thus, his records are inscribed in Illiyyun ; and 
the angels are told, “Take him back to the earth, 
because I promised them that from it I create them, 
into it I return them, and from it I resurrect them 
once again. 3 ” 

He is then returned to the earth; and his soul is 
returned to his body, so that he hears the thumping 
' of his companions’ shoes as they walk away from his 
grave. 

Two angels of severe reprimand then come to 
him, and shake him. They make him sit up, and ask 
him, “Who is you Lord?” He replies, “My Lord is 
Allah.” They ask him, “What is your Din (religion)?” 
He replies, “My Din is Islam” They ask him, “Who 
is that man who was sent to you?” He replies, “He 
is Allah’s Messenger (0).” They ask him, “What did 
you do?” He replies, “I read Allah’s Book, believed 
in it, and obeyed it.” They shake him again, asking, 


1 A place most high; the highest register. 

2 Al-Mutaffifin 83:19-21. 

3 Taha 20:55. 
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“Who is your Lord? What is your Din? Who is your 
Prophet?” And this is the last fitnah (trial) to which 
a believer is subjected. In this regard, Allah ($i) 
says: 


Ic Jl i'pJi Colli! jyil I pi jjU\ P\ clL> 

yv {- t jp 1 ^ 


«AUah keeps the believers firm with firm words in 
the first life, and in the last one.» 1 


He repeats, “My Lord is Allah, my Din is Islam, 
and my Prophet is Muhammad (0).” A caller then 
calls from the heavens, “My servant has spoken the 
truth; so provide him with furnishings from Jannah; 
clothe him from Jannah ; and open for him a door to 
Jannah .” Thus he receives provision and perfume 
from it; and his grave is spread to the extent of his 
eyesight. 

Before him appears a man with a pleasant face, 
nice garments, and a good smell. He says to him, “I 
am to give you glad tidings that will please you: 
tidings of Allah’s acceptance, and gardens with 
everlasting bliss. This is the day that you have been 
promised.” He responds, “Glad tidings from Allah be 
to you too. Who are you? Your face is one that 
brings goodness.” He says, “I am your good deeds. 
By Allah, I only knew you quick in obeying Allah, 
and slow in disobeying Him. May Allah reward you 
with good.” 

A door is opened for him to Jannah and another 
one to the Fire; and he is told, “This (the Fire) 
would have been your dwelling had you disobeyed 
Allah. But Allah has substituted it for you with this 
( Jannah ).” When he sees what is awaiting him in 


I Ibrahim 14:27. 
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Jannah (of pleasures), he says, “O my Lord, speed 
up the arrival of the Hour (of Resurrection), so that 
I may rejoin my family and property.” He is told, 
“Calm down.” 

And verily when a disbelieving (or disobedient) 
abd is at the point of departure from the worldly 
life, and is about to enter the hereafter, strong 
hulking angels with dark faces descend to him from 
the heavens. They bring with them tough fabrics 
from the Fire. They sit away from him at the limit 
of his eyesight. The Angel of Death (SSsB) arrives, sits 
by his head, and says, “O malicious soul, depart to 
a wrath and anger from Allah.” (On hearing this) it[ 
becomes terrified, and clings to the body; but he 
extracts it (by force), like a skewer is pulled from 
wet wool, causing the veins and nerves to burst. 

Every angel between the heavens and the earth, 
and every angel in the heavens, curses him. The 
gates of the heavens are shut; the guardians of every 
gate implore Allah that this soul does not ascend in 
their direction. 

When the Angel of Death takes the soul, they (the 
other angels) do not leave it in his hand for as little 
as the blinking of an eye. They put it in the fabric 
that they have (from the Fire); and from it emanates 
the most repugnant odor of a decaying cadaver that 
ever existed on the surface of the earth. 

The angels then ascend with it. As they pass by 
gatherings of angels, they ask them, “What is this 
malicious soul?” The angels holding it respond, “He 
is so and so, son of so and so,” using the worst 
names with which he had been addressed in the first 
life. When they reach the lowest heaven, they ask for 
permission to enter; but the gates are not opened for 
him. (Here the Messenger (H) recited:) 
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JJjJl gL: &JI *J>jb Yj .'LUl J ^1 Y> 

L> ol^l jU- ^ 


«For them (the disbelievers), the gates of heaven will 
not be opened; and they will not enter Jannah until 
the camel goes through the eye of the needle.» 1 


Allah ($$) then says, “Write his record in Sijjin 2 
in the lowest earth.” And they are told, “Take him 
back to the earth, because I promised them that 
from it I create them, into it I return them, and 
from it I resurrect them once again. 3 ” His soul is 
then cast down from the heavens without regard; 
and it falls into his body. (Here Allah’s 
Messenger OH) recited:) 


* o 


^JJI iiL* ii &LS\ ^ aUL ^ ^J> 

n gj.i ^ stf j\ 


«As for the one who joins partners with Allah, it is 
as if he plunges down from the skies - whereupon 
birds snatch him off, or the wind casts him away to 
a remote place (from Allah’s mercy ).» 4 


His soul is restored to his body, so that he hears 
the thumping of his companions’ shoes as they walk 
away from his grave. 

Two angels of severe reprimand come to him and 
shake him. They make him sit up, and ask him, 
“Who is your Lord?” He replies, “Alas, alas, I do 
not know!” They ask him, “What is your DF/i?” He 
replies, “Alas, alas, I do not know!” They ask him, 


1 AM ra/ 7:40. 

2 A place most low; a place of Imprisonment. 

3 Taha 20:55. 

4 Al-Hajj 22:31 
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“Who is that man who was sent to you?” He cannot 
recall his name, and he is told, “(His name is) 
Muhammad!” He says, “Alas, alas, I do not know. I 
just heard the people say that.” He is then told, 
“You did not know; and you did not recite (the 
Quran)l” A caller calls from the heaven, “He lies! 
So spread for him furnishings from the Fire; and 
open for him a door to the Fire.” Thus its heat and 
fierce hot wind reach him; and his grave is tightened 
around him, causing his ribs to break. 

Before him appears a man with ugly face, 
repulsive clothes, and a foul smell; he says, “I am to 
give you evil tidings that will displease you. This is 
the day that you have been promised.” He responds, 
“Evil tidings from Allah be to you too! Who are 
you? Your face is one that brings evil.” He says, “I 
am your malicious deeds. By Allah, I only knew you 
slow in obeying Allah, and quick in disob eying Him.' 
May Allah repay you with evil.” 

A blind, deaf, and dumb person is appointed for 
him. He carries in his hand a sledgehammer that, if 
it hits a mountain, would turn it to dust. He hits him 
(with it) once; and he becomes dust. Allah then 
restores him as he was; and the person hits him 
again; he sounds a shriek that is heard by everything 
except men and jinns. 

A door is opened for him to the Fire; and he is 
given the furnishings from the Fire. He then says, “O 
my Lord! Do not establish the Hour.”> 1 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and others; verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
(SahTh ul-Jami' no. 1676). 
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2. Abu Hurayrah’s First HadTth 

Abu Hurayrah (4$&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Indeed, a dying person is witnessed by angels. If he 
were righteous, he (the Angel of Death) says, 
“Depart, O good soul that inhabited a good body; 
depart in a praised state; and receive glad tidings of 
happiness, sweet aromas, and a Lord who is not 
angry.” He continues to say this until it leaves the 
body. It is then taken up to the (first) heaven, where 
permission is sought for it to be admitted. It is said, 
“Who is this?” He (an angel) replies, “So and so.” It 
is then said, “Welcome, good soul that inhabited a 
good body; enter in a praised state; and receive glad 
tidings of happiness, sweet aromas, and a Lord who 
is not angry.” This repeats (in every heaven), until it 
finally reaches the (seventh) heaven above which is 
Allah ($f). 

As for an evil man, he (the Angel of Death) says, 
“Depart, O malicious soul that inhabited a malicious 
body; depart in a condemned state; and receive evil 
tidings of boiling fluids and dirty wound discharges 
(to drink), and other types of suffering of similar 
^lature - all paired together.” This continues to be 
said until it leaves the body. It is then taken up to 
the (first) heaven, where permission is sought for it 
to be admitted. It is said, “Who is this?” He (an 
angel) replies, “So and so.” It is then said, 
“Unwelcome, malicious soul that inhabited a 
malicious body; return in a condemned state, 
because the gates to the heavens will not open for 
you.” Thus it is sent down from the heaven, and it 
enters the grave. 

The pious person sits in his grave without fear or 
terror. He is asked, “What did you do?” He replies, 
“I adhered to /stem.” He is then asked, “Who is that 
man?” He replies: “Muhammad, Allah’s 
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Messenger (H). He brought to us clear signs from 
Allah; and we believed him.” He is then asked, “Did 
you see Allah?” He replies, “It is not possible for 
anyone to see Allah (in the first life).” 

An opening is made (from his grave) to the Fire, 
so that he sees its various sections crushing each 
other. He is told, “Look at that from which 
Allah (t$g) has saved you.” Another opening is then 
made (from his grave) in the direction of Jannah; 
and he views its grandeur and the things (bounties) 
in it. He is then told, “This will be your position. 
You lived with certitude (about Allah’s promises); 
upon it you died; and upon it you will be raised - 
when Allah (§ig) wills.” 

The evil person is made to sit in his grave in a 
state of fear and terror. He is asked, “What did you 
do?” He replies, “I do not know.” He is asked, “Who 
is that man?” He replies, “I heard the people say 
things; and I said the same.” 

An opening then appears (from his grave) in the 
direction of Jannah', and he views its grandeur and 
the things (bounties) in it. He is told, “Look at that 
from which Allah (fig) has deprived you.” Another 
opening appears (from his grave) to the Fire; and he 
observes its various sections crushing each other. He 
is told, “This will be your abode; in doubt you lived; 
upon it you died; and upon it you will be raised - 
when Allah wills.”> 1 


3. A ishah’s HadTth 

'A’ishah (^) narrated that a Jewish woman came to her door begging 
for food and saying, “Feed me; may Allah protect you from the fitnah 


1 Recorded by Ibn Majah; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahih ul-Jami ‘ 
no. 1968). 
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(tribulation) of the Dajjal 1 and the fitnah of the grave's torture.” 
‘A’ishah (t^) deliberately delayed the woman until Allah’s 
Messenger (H) arrived. Then she said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what 
does this Jewish woman mean?” He said: <What did she say?> She 
replied, “She said, ‘Feed me; may Allah protect you from the fitnah of 
the Dajjal and that of the grave's torture.’” Immediately Allah’s 
Messenger (H) stood up, raised and extended his hands, and asked 
Allah to shelter him from the fitnah of the Dajjal and that of the 
grave's torture. Then he (H) said: 

<As for the fitnah of the Dajjal, there never was a 
prophet but has warned his people from him. 
However, I will tell you a thing (about the Dajjal ) 
from which no other prophet warned his nation: He 
is one-eyed; and Allah is not one-eyed. Between his 
eyes is written the word “ kafir ”, which every believer 
will be able to read. 

And as for the tribulation of the grave: with me 
will people be tested, and about me will they be 
asked. 

A righteous person is made to sit in his grave, 
without having any fear or terror. He is asked, 

“What did you use to say about Islam?” He is also 
asked, “Who is that man who was among you?” He 
replies, “He is Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, 
who came with clear signs from Allah; and we 
believed in him.” 

An opening then appears (from his grave) to the 
Fire; he observes its various sections crushing each 
other. He is told, “Look at that from which 
Allah ($|) has saved you.” Another opening then 
appears (from his grave) to Jannah. He observes its 
grandeur and the things (bounties) in it. He is told, 

“This will be your place in it.” And he is told, “You 
lived with certitude (about Allah); upon that you 


I The Dajjal: The lying imposter who will claim that he is the Messiah Jesus Son of 
Mary. 
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died; and upon it you will be raised - when Allah 
wills.” 

As for an evil person, he is made to sit in his 
grave in a state of fear and terror. He is asked, 
“What did you use to say?” He replies, “I heard the 
people say things; so I said as they said.” 

An opening then appears (from his grave) to 
Jannah. He observes its grandeur and the things 
(bounties) in it. He is told, “Look at that from which 
Allah has deprived you.” Another opening appears 
(from his grave) to the Fire. He observes its various 
sections crushing each other. He is told, “This will be 
your abode in it. You lived in doubt (about Allah); 
upon that you died; and upon it will you be raised - 
when Allah wills.” He is then tortured.> 1 


4. Abu Hurayrah’s Second Hadfth 

Abu Hurayrah (4$&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<When a believer dies, the angels of mercy come to 
him with a piece of white silk. They say, “Depart 
(from the body) to Allah’s (granted) happiness.” It 
departs with the most beautiful scent of musk. They 
even pass it from one angel to the next, smelling it. 

When they arrive at the gate of the (lowest) 
heaven, they are asked, “What is this beautiful scent 
coming from the earth?” They continue their ascent; 
and as they arrive at each one of the heavens, the 
same thing is said to them. 

They (the angels) take it to (the location of) the 
souls of the believers. They (the other souls) are 
happier in meeting it than are those to whom a 


1 Recorded by Ahmad; verified to be authentic by al-Albani in Sahih ut-Targhibi 
wat-TarhTb. 
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beloved one returns after a long absence. They ask 
it, “What happened to such and such (a 
disbeliever)?” Some of them interrupt, “Leave him 
until he rests, because he was in the grief of the 
world.” However, he says, “He died; did he not come 
to you?” They (the angels) then say, “He was taken 
to a bottomless pit (of Fire).” 

As for a disbeliever, the angels of punishment 
come to him with coarse fabric and say, “Depart 
(from the body) to Allah’s wrath.” It departs, 
smelling like the worst of decayed corpses. It is then 
taken to the gate of the earth.> 1 


5. Abu Hurayrah’s Third HadTth 

Abu Hurayrah (^) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<When a (believing) dead person is buried, two black 
and blue angels come to him. One of them is called 
Munkar, and the other NakTr. They ask him, “What 
did you use to say about this man (Muhammad)?” 
He says, as he used to say, “He is Allah’s ‘ abd and 
Messenger; I testify that there is no deity (worthy of 
being worshipped) but Allah, and that Muhammad 
is His ‘ abd and Messenger.” They say, “We expected 
you to say this.” His grave is then expanded for him 
to seventy cubits by seventy; it is illuminated for 
him; and he is told, “Go to sleep.” He says, “Let me 
return to my people to inform them (about my good 
condition).” But they tell him, “Sleep as does a 
newlywed person, whom no one awakens except the 
member of his family who is dearest to him.” (He 
sleeps like that) until Allah raises him from his 
resting place. 


Recorded by Ibn Hibban and Ibn Majah; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahih 
ut-Targhlbi wat-Tarhlb). 
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As for a hypocrite, he replies (to their 
questioning), “I heard the people say things; and I 
said the same; but I do not know.” They say, “We 
expected you to say this.” The earth is then told, 
“Contract on him.” And it contracts on him until his 
ribs break. Thus, his punishment continues therein, 
until Allah raises him from his abode.> 1 


6. Abu Hurayrah’s Fourth HadTth 

Abu Hurayrah (4&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (M) said: 

<Verily, when death descends upon a believer, and he 
witnesses things (implying his forthcoming rewards), 
he wishes that his soul would depart (quickly), and 
Allah loves to meet him. 

His soul is taken up to the heaven. The souls of 
the believers come to him and inquire from him 
about their acquaintances of the dwellers of the 
earth. They are pleased when he says, “I left such 
and such in the dunyd (the first life).” And when he 
says, “Such and such had died,” they say 
(disappointedly), “But he was not brought to us.” 2 
A believer is made to sit in his grave, and is 
asked, “Who is your lord?” He replies, “My lord is 
Allah.” He is asked, “Who is your prophet?” He 
replies, “My prophet is Muhammad (0).” He is 
asked, “What is your religion?” He says, “My 
religion is Islam.” A door is then opened from his 
grave (to Jannah ), and he is told, “Look at you 


1 Recorded by at-TirmithT; verified to be has an by al-AlbanT (Sahih ul-Jamt no. 724). 

2 The souls of the believers meet all other believers’ souls upon their death. They are 
concerned about those whom they have not met yet, and would rather know that 
they are still in the dunyd , and still have a chance of dying as believers, than to 
know that they had died as disbelievers. 
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(future) abode.” He is then left in the grave, and (the 
time passes) as if it is but a nap. 

And when death descends upon an enemy of 
Allah, and he witnesses things (implying his 
imminent punishment), he wishes that his soul would 
never depart, and Allah hates to meet him. 

When he is made to sit in his grave, he is asked, 
“Who is your lord?” He replies, “I do not know.” He 
is told, “May you never know!” A door is then 
opened from his grave to Hell, and he is hit a blow 
that can be heard by every creature except the 
human beings and the jinns. And he is told, “Go to 
sleep like a bitten person.” And his grave is made 
tight on him.> 

Abu Hurayrah was asked, “What is a bitten person?” 
He replied, “One who is bitten by creatures and 
snakes.” 1 


7. Anas’s First HadTth 

Anas (4k) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($1) said: 

<Verily, when a believer is placed in his grave, an 
angel comes to him and asks him, “What did you 
worship?” If Allah guides him, he replies, “I 
worshipped Allah.” Then he asks him, “What did 
you say about this man (Muhammad)?” He answers, 
“He is Allah’s 'abd and Messenger.” 

He is not questioned about anything else after 
this. He is taken to a house in the Fire, and is told, 
“This would have been your house in the Fire; but 
Allah protected you and had mercy upon you; thus 
He substituted it for you with a house in Jannah .” 


1 Recorded by aJ-Bazzar; verified to be authentic by al-Alban! ( as-Sahihah no. 2628). 
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He says, “Allow me to go give this good news to my 
family.” But he is told, “Be tranquil.” 

When a disbeliever is put into his grave, an angel 
comes to him, rebukes him, and asks him, “What did 
you worship?” He replies, “I do not know.” He is 
told, “You did not know; nor did you recite 
(Quran)'.” He is then asked, “What did you say 
about this man?” He replies, “I said what the people 
said.” He (the angel) then hits him with an iron 
hammer between his ears; and he emits a shriek 
which is heard by all creatures except the human 
beings and jinns.> 1 


8. Anas’s Second HadTth 

Anas (<$&) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($&) said: 

< Verily, after a ' abd is placed in his grave, and his 
companions walk away from him, so that he can 
hear the echo of their footsteps, two angels come to 
him. They make him sit, and ask him, “What did 
you saying about this man (Muhammad)?” 

A believer replies, “I bear witness that he is 
Allah’s abd and Messenger.” He is then told, “Look 
at your place in the Fire; Allah has substituted it for 
you with a place in Jannah .” Thus he views both of 
them. His grave is then expanded for him to seventy 
cubits; and it is filled with greenery until the Day of 
Resurrection. 

As for a disbeliever or a hypocrite, he replies, “I 
do not know. I said what the people said.” He is then 
told, “You did not know; nor did you recite 
(Quran)'.” He is then hit one blow between his ears 


1 Recorded by Abu Dawud; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahih ul-Jami no. 
1930). 
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with an iron hammer; and he emits a shriek which 
is heard by all creatures near him except jinns and 
human beings. His grave contracts on him until his 
ribs break.> 1 


1 Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 



CHAPTER 3 


THE MOMENT OF DEATH 


Introduction 

In this chapter, we present the incidents that take place from the time 
that one is on the verge of death, until one’s soul starts its trip to the 
heavens. The incidents are segmented to make it easy for the reader to 
follow. 

With the approach of death, a believer is pleased because the 
material barrier is about to dissolve, and he is therefore about to meet 
his Lord. His soul departs with ease, emitting beautiful odors that 
delight the angels. A disbeliever, on the other hand, is terrified to 
realize that his great punishment is eminent. His soul is extracted from 
his body by force, emitting the most loathsome odors. 

It is important to note that most of the available texts compare the 
situation of a believer to that of a disbeliever, without making 
reference to a sinful believer. Because of this we assume that, in this 
comparison, a “believer” is one whose good deeds overweigh his sins, 
so that he will not be punished in the grave or on the Day of 
Judgement. 

As for the believers who have been so sinful as to deserve 
punishment before they enter Jannah, they may be punished in their 
graves, and possibly after resurrection as well. Their punishment has 
not been fully detailed in the Sunnah. Yet, some of its forms have been 
described by the Prophet ( 0 ). This is covered in Chapter 8 titled, “The 
Sinful in al-Barzakti' . 

The following table compares what happens, in each case or 
situation, to a believer and a disbeliever. The references are numbered 
after the long hadTths cited in Chapter 2. Other references, marked with 
a are presented later in this chapter under the section titled, 
“Related Texts”. 
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Tabulated Events 


Action or 

Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Angels descend 
from the heaven 
to “witness” the 
death. 

They are angels 
of mercy. Their 
faces are white 
and bright like 
the sun. 

They are angels 
of punishment. 
They are strong, 
hulking, with 
dark faces. 

1,4 

Things brought 
by the 
“witnessing” 
angels: 

They bring a 
piece of white 
silk and 
embalmment 
from Jannah. 

They bring 
coarse fabrics 
from the Fire. 

1,4 

Sitting position 
of the angels: 

They sit at the limit of his 
eyesight. 

1 

Arrival of the 
angel of death: 

He sits by his head. 

1 

What the 
“witnessing” 
angels say to 
the soul: 

“Depart from 
the body to 
Allah’s granted 
happiness.” 

“Depart from 
the body to 
Allah’s wrath.” 

4 

The angel of 
death’s 

command to the 
soul to leave the 
body: 

“Depart, 0 
good and 
peaceful soul 
that inhabited a 
good body.” 

“Depart, 0 
malicious soul 
that inhabited a 
malicious 
body.” 

1,2 
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Action or 

Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

The angel of 
death’s tidings 
to the soul: 

“Depart to 

Allah’s 

forgiveness and 
pleasure; depart 
in a praised 
state; and 
receive glad 
tidings of 
happiness, 
sweet aromas, 

and a Lord who 
is not angry.” 

“Depart to 

Allah’s wrath 
and anger; 
depart in a 
condemned 
state; and 
receive evil 
tidings of 
boiling fluids, 
dirty wound 
discharges, and 
other types of 
suffering.” 

1,2 

How long does 
the angel of 
death say this? 

He continues to say this until the 
soul leaves the body. 

2 

The soul’s 
departure from 
the body: 

It leaves the 
body as water 
flows from the 
spout of a water 
skin; the angel 
of death takes it 
easily. 

It becomes 
terrified, and 
clings to the 
body; the angel 
of death extracts 
it by force, 
causing the 
veins and 
nerves to burst. 

1 

The dying 
person’s feeling 
about meeting 
Allah: 

He longs to 
meet Him and 
loves that. 

He hates to 
meet Him and 
fears that. 

6 
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Action or 

Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

What the person 
says as his soul 
leaves his body: 

He praises 

Allah. 

He request to be 
allowed to 
return to life. 

* 

P-4 

What happens 
to the eyesight: 

It follows the departing soul. 

* 

Saying of the 
angels in the 
heavens and on 
earth as the soul 
leaves the body: 

They supplicate 
for him. 

They curse him. 

1 

The gates to the 
heavens, and 
their guardians: 

They open for 
him; their 
guardians plead 
Allah to send 
this soul in their 
direction. 

They are shut; 
their guardians 
plead Allah to 
avert this soul 
from them. 

I 

Action of the 
“witnessing” 
angels after the 
angel of death 
takes the soul: 

They do not leave it in his hand 
for as little as the blinking of an 
eye. 

1 

Action of the 
“witnessing” 
angels after they 
receive the soul: 

They place it in 
the shroud and 
embalmment 
from Jannah. 

They put it in 
the fabric from 
the Fire. 

1 
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Action or 

Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Smell 

emanating from 
the departing 
soul: 

The best 
smelling scent 
of musk that 

ever existed on 

the surface of 
the earth. 

The most 
repugnant odor 
of a decaying 
cadaver that 

ever existed on 
the surface of 
the earth. 

1,4 


Related Texts 
Praising Allah 

Ibn ‘Abbas (t$b) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<A believer praises Allah as his soul leaves from 
between his two sides.> 1 

The Eyesight Follows the Soul 

Umm Salamah reported that the Prophet (£§&) said: 

<Indeed, when the soul is taken away, the eyesight 
follows it.> 2 

The Wrong-Doers in the Agonies of Death 

Allah -(^) says: 


1 Recorded by Ahmad and others; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahih ul- 
Jami 'no. 1931). 

2 Muslim and others. 
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«If you could but see when the wrong-doers are in 
the agonies of death, and the angels stretching out 
their hands (and saying), “Deliver your souls! This 
day you shall be recompensed with the torment of 
degradation because of what you used to utter 
against Allah other than the truth, and you used to 
reject His ayat with disrespect.» 1 


1 Al-Ariam 6 : 93 . 




CHAPTER 4 


TRIP TO THE HEAVENS AND BACK 


Introduction 

After departing from the bodies, the souls are taken up on a trip to the 
heavens. The believers’ souls are warmly welcomed, and are admitted 
into all of the heavens. They meet the souls of other believers and 
receive their Lord’s praise before returning into the bodies. The 
disbelievers’ souls are condemned, and are not allowed to enter the 
heavens. They receive their Lord’s blame before falling into the bodies. 
These incidents are detailed in the following table. 

The numbered references refer to the hadTths in Chapter 2. The 
references are cited toward the end of this chapter. 


Tabulated Events 


Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Supplication of 
the angels in the 
heavens: 

“A good soul is 
coming from 
the earth; may 
the blessings of 
Allah be upon 
you and the 
body that you 
had inhabited.” 

“An evil soul is 
coming from 
the earth.” 

* 

Who takes the 
soul up to the 
heavens: 

The “witnessing” angels ascend 
with it. 

1 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Smelling the 
soul’s musky 

aroma: 

The angels pass 
it from one to 
the next to 
smell it. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

4 

What angel 
gatherings ask 
along the way 
to the heavens: 

“What is this 
good soul?” 

“What is this 
malicious soul?” 

1 

The 

“witnessing” 

angels’ 

response: 

“He is so and 
so, son of so 
and so,” 

uttering the best 
names with 
which he had 
been known. 

“He is so and 
so, son of so 
and so,” 
uttering the 
worst names 

with which he 
had been 
known. 

1,2 

Requesting 
admission to the 
heavens: 

When they reach the lowest 
heaven, they ask for permission to 
enter. 

1,2 

Reception by 
the angels 
guarding the 
lowest heaven’s 
gates: 

“Welcome, 
good soul that 
inhabited a 
good body; 
enter in a 
praised state; 
and receive glad 
tidings of 
happiness, 
sweet aromas, 
and a Lord who 
is not angry.” 

“Unwelcome, 
malicious soul 
that inhabited a 
malicious body; 
return in a 
condemned 
state, because 
the gates to the 
heavens will not 
open for you.” 

2 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Admission of 
the soul into the 
heavens: 

The gates open 
for it; it is 
admitted into all 
of the heavens. 

The gates are 
shut, and it is 
not admitted, 
even into the 
lowest heaven. 

1,2 

Reception by 
the angels 
guarding the 
upper heavens’ 
gates: 

The soul is 
welcomed in 
every heaven, 
until it reaches 
the seventh, 
above which is 
Allah’s Throne. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

1,2 

The angels’ 
amazement at 
the beauty of 
the soul’s scent: 

At the gate to 
each heaven, 
they ask, “What 
is this beautiful 
scent coming 
from the earth?” 

(Not 

applicable.) 

4 

Escorts between 

the heavens: 

The most elite 
angels of each 
heaven escort it 
to the next one. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

1 

Meeting of the 
soul with the 
believers’ souls: 

The angels take 
it to the souls of 
the believers. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

4,6 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Reception by 
the believers’ 
souls: 

They are 
happier in 
seeing it than 
are those to 
whom a dear 

one returns 
from a long 
absence. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

4 

Writing the 
records: 

Allah says, 

“Write My 
servant’s 
records in 
‘ Illiyyun ” 

Allah says, 

“Write his 
record in 

Sijjln in the 
lowest earth.” 

1 

Allah’s 

command to the 
“witnessing” 
angels to return 
the soul: 

“Take him back to the earth to 
complete its appointed time before 
resurrection. I promised them that 
from it I create them, into it I 
return them, and from it I resurrect 
them once again.” 

1,* 

Return to the 
body: 

His soul is 
returned to the 
body. 

His soul is cast 
down from the 
heavens without 
regard; it falls 
into his body in 
the grave. 

1,2 

Hearing the 

people’s 

footsteps: 

He hears the thumping of his 
companions’ shoes as they walk 
away from his grave. 

1 

The squeeze of 
the grave: 

No one is spared it. 

* 
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Related Texts 

Squeeze of the Grave 

No human being will be spared the squeeze of the grave. However, the 
following hadlth indicates that it is not at the same degree of severity 
for all people; some of the believers are released from its grip quicker 
than others. Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<If anyone were to escape from the squeeze of the 
grave, it would be Sa'd Bin Mu ath; however, he 
was squeezed once and then re!eased.> 1 

The Angels’ Supplication for the Believers 

Abu Hurayrah (4®) reported that Allah’s Messenger (il) said: 

<When the soul of a believer departs from the body, 
it is taken by two angels who rise with it (here 
he (0) described the sweetness of its fragrance). The 
inhabitants of the heaven say, “A good soul is 
coming from the direction of the earth; may Allah’s 
blessings be upon you and upon the body that you 
had inhabited.” He is then taken to his Lord, Who 
says, “Take it to complete its appointed time (before 
resurrection).” 

But when the soul of a disbeliever departs from 
the body (here he (0) described its foul odor), the 
inhabitants of the heaven say, “An evil soul is 
coming from the direction of the earth.” Then it is 
said, “Take it to complete its appointed time.”> 2 


1 At-Tabarani in al - Kabir , Sahlh ul - Jami ' by al-Albani No. 5306. 

2 Muslim. 




CHAPTER 5 


THE FINAL TEST 


Introduction 

The soul returns to the body after the burial, just in time for the “Final 
Test”. Two very stern angels conduct the test. They ask the soul 
questions that test the person’s level of belief and adherence to the 
Prophet (lH). With firm words, a believer provides the correct answers, 
whereas a disbeliever stutters and provides wrong answers. These 
incidents are detailed in this chapter. 

The numbered references in the following table refer to the hadiths, 
in Chapter 2. The references are cited later in this chapter. 


Tabulated Events 


Event 

A Believer A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

When the test 

starts: 

Immediately after burial. 

* 

Who conducts 
the test: 

Two angels. 

1,5,7, 

8 

Appearance of 
the two angels: 

They are black and blue, with a 
very stern appearance. 

1,5 

Names of the 
two angels: 

Their names are “Munkar” and 
“Naklr”. 

5 

First thing done 
by the angels: 

They shake him and make him sit 
up in his grave. 

1,6,8, 

* 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

State of 
anticipation 
before the test: 

He sits without 
fear or terror. 

He sits in a 
state of fear and 

terror. 

2,3 

Manner of 
answering the 
questioning: 

He says what he used to say 
(before death). The faculty of 
reason is returned to him. 

5,* 

They ask him, 
“Who is you 
Lord?” 

He replies, “My 
Lord is Allah.” 

He replies, 

“Alas, alas, I do 
not know!” 

1,6 

They ask him, 
“What is your 
Dlnl What did 
you say about 
Islam ? What did 
you do?” 

He replies, “My 
Din is Islam. I 
adhered to it, 
read Allah’s 

Book, believed 
and obeyed it.” 

He replies, 

“Alas, alas, I do 
not know! I 
heard the people 
say things; so I 
said the same.” 

1,2,3, 

6 

They ask him, 
“What did you 
worship?” 

He replies, “I 

worshipped 

Allah.” 

He replies, “I 
do not know.” 

7 

His response to 
the question, 
“Who is that 
man who was 
sent to you?” 

“He is Allah’s 
' abd and 
Messenger 
Muhammad. He 
brought clear 
signs from 

Allah, and we 
believed him. I 
testify that there 
is no (true) god 
but Allah, and 
that Muhammad 
is His 'abd and 
Messenger.” 

He cannot recall 
his name. He is 
told, “(His 
name is) 
Muhammad!” 

He says, “Alas, 
alas, I do not 
know. I just 
heard the people 
say that.” 

1,2,3, 

5,6,8, 

* 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

What the angels 
expected: 

“We expected you to say this.” 

5 

Performance in 
the test: 

Allah guides 
him and makes 
him firm in 
words, so that 
he knows how 
to answer his 
questions. 

He is confused 
and is told, 

“You did not 
know, or recite 
(Quran)]" 

1,8,* 

They shake him 
again, asking, 
“Who is your 
Lord? What is 
your Dfn? Who 
is your 

Prophet?” 

He repeats, “My 
Lord is Allah, 
my Din is 

Islam, and my 
Prophet is 
Muhammad.” 

(Not 

applicable.) 

1 

Last fitnak. 

This is the last 
fitnah to which 
he is subjected. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

1,7 

The test’s result 
is announced 
with a call from 
the heavens: 

“My ' abd has 
spoken the 
truth; give him 
furnishings from 
Jannah\ clothe 
him from it; and 
open for him a 
door to it.” 

“He lies! Give 
him furnishings 
from the Fire; 
and open for 
him a door to 
it.” 

1 
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Related Texts 


Questioning Time 

‘Uthman (4*0 narrated that after Allah’s Messenger (0) buried a 
person, he (H) would stand by the grave and say: 

<Ask Allah to grant to your brother forgiveness and 
firmness (of words), because he is being questioned 
at this momenta 1 

As death approached him, ‘Amr Bin al-‘As (4*0 said to his 
companions: 

“After you bury me, stand around my grave for as long 
as it takes to slaughter a camel and distribute its meat; 

I will thus be comforted by your presence while I am 
considering how to respond to my Lord’s Messengers 
(the two angels).” 2 


Allah Grants Firmness of Words to the Believers 


Al-Bara’ Bin ‘Azib (4*0 reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 


<When the believer is placed in the grave, he is made 
to sit, and is approached (by the two angels); he then 
testifies that there is no deity (worthy of being 
worshipped) but Allah, and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah. This is why Allah says: 


a jji i^Jl ^ coiiji j^uL i _£,i; & jjT iui 
vv^i j 5 


1 Recorded by Abu Dawud and al-Hakim; verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT ( Sahih 
ul-Jami no. 945). 

2 Muslim. 
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«AUah makes the believers firm with firm 
words.» *> 1 2 

Preserving the Faculty of Reason 

'Abdullah Bin ‘Umar (t$g>) reported that Allah's Messenger (iH) 
mentioned the questioners (the two angels) of the grave. ‘Umar asked, 
“Is our reason preserved with us then, O Messenger of Allah?” He (H) 
said, <Yes, as is your present state.> ‘Umar (4&=) then said: 

“I would then throw a stone into his (the angel's) 
mouth 3 .” 4 


1 Ibrahim 14:27. 

2 Al-Bukharl. 

3 This is an Arabic expression which means, “My answer will be so convincing that 
he will be dumbfound.” 

4 Sahlh ut-Targhibi wat-Tarhib by al-AlbanT Vol. 4. 




CHAPTER 6 


AFTER THE TEST 


Introduction 

The test confirms what the person had already realized from the 
moment of his death. A believer is immediately rewarded with an 
opening that appears from his grave to Jannah. His good deeds 
materialize next to him in the form of a pleasant looking man. On the 
other hand, a disbeliever is severely punished, and an opening appears 
from his grave to Hell. His evil deeds materialize in the form of a 
repulsive man. These incidents are detailed in this chapter. 

The numbered references in the following table refer to the hadiths 
in Chapter 2. The “*” references are cited later in this chapter. 


Where the Souls Really Are 

It is important to note that some texts indicate that the believers’ souls 
turn into birds in Jannah. Other texts indicate that the souls are 
sometimes attached to the bodies that are in the grave. There is no 
contradiction between the two situations, because this is a matter of 
ghayb that cannot be subjected to the reasoning deriving from our 
worldly experience. A good example to facilitate understanding this is 
the dreams that take place during our sleep, where our souls seem to 
make trips to worlds beyond human perception. 

Ibn ul-Qayyim has a very detailed discussion regarding this and 
related issues in his book ar-Ruh (the Soul). We quote from it the 
following: 

“The soul’s attachment to the body has five different 
stages: 

a) Its attachment to it while it is still an embryo in the 
mother’s womb. 
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b) Its attachment to it after it emerges to the surface of 
the earth. 

c) Its attachment to it during sleep. In that case, it is 
attached to it in one respect, and detached in another 
respect. 

d) Its attachment to it in al-Barzakh. Even though it 
departs and becomes detached from it, its 
detachment is not complete so as to have absolutely 
no connection with it. 

e) Its attachment to it on the Day of Reckoning, which 
is the most complete and inseparable attachment ...” 


Tabulated Events 


Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Furnishings and 
clothing: 

He is given 
furnishings and 
clothes from 
Jannah. 

He is given 
furnishings from 
the Fire. 

1 

Openings from 
the grave to 
future abodes: 

Two openings appear in it: 

One to Jannah ; and he views its 
grandeur and bounties. The other 
to the Fire; and he sees its various 
sections crushing each other. 

1,2,3 

Seeing, from his 
grave, the place 
that he evaded: 

Pointing to the 
Fire, the angels 
tell him, “This 
could have been 
your place, had 
you disobeyed 
Allah; but Allah 
has saved you 
from it.” 

Pointing to 
Jannah, the 
angels tell him, 
“Look at that 
from which 

Allah has 
deprived you.” 

1,2,3, 

7,8 
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After the Test 


Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Seeing, from his 
grave, his final 
destination: 

He sees his 
future place in 
Jannah, tastes 
its provision 
and perfume, 
and is told, 

“Allah has 
granted you this 
place in it.” 

He sees his 
future place in 
the Fire, tastes 
its heat and 
fierce hot wind, 
and is told, 

“This will be 
your abode in 
it.” 

1,2,3, 

6,7,8 

Between doubt 
and certitude: 

He is told, 

“You lived with 
certitude; upon 
it you died; and 
upon it you will 
be raised - 

when Allah 

wills.” 

He is told, “In 
doubt you lived; 
upon it you 
died; and upon 
it you will be 
raised - when 

Allah wills.” 

2,3 

Extent of the 
grave: 

It is spread to 
the extent of his 
eyesight - 
seventy cubits 
by seventy. 

The earth is 
told, “Contract 
on him.” And it 
contracts until 
his ribs break. 

1,5,6, 

8 

Light in the 
grave: 

It is illuminated 
for him because 
of the Prophet’s 
supplication. 

Darkness 
engulfs him. 

5,* 

Greenery in the 
grave: 

It is filled with 
greenery until 
the Day of 
Resurrection. 

(Not 

applicable.) 

8 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Companion in 
the grave: 

His good deeds 
take the form of 
a good looking, 
nicely dressed, 
and pleasantly 
smelling person. 

His bad deeds 
take the form of 
an ugly looking, 
hideously 
dressed, and 
foully smelling 
person. 

1 

Tidings carried 
by the 
companion: 

“I am to give 
you glad tidings 
of Allah’s 
acceptance, and 
gardens with 
everlasting 
bliss. This is the 
day that you 
have been 
promised.” 

“I am to give 
you evil tidings. 
This is the day 
that you have 
been promised.” 

1 

Response of the 
dead person to 
the companion: 

“Glad tidings 
from Allah be 
to you too. Who 
are you? Your 
face is one that 
brings 
goodness.” 

“Evil tidings 
from Allah be 
to you too! 

Who are you? 
Your face is 
one that brings 
evil.” 

1 

Explanation by 
the companion: 

“I am your 
good deeds. By 
Allah, I only 
knew you quick 
in obeying 

Allah, and slow 
in disobeying 
Him. May He 
reward you with 
good.” 

“I am your 
malicious deeds. 
By Allah, I only 
knew you slow 
in obeying 

Allah, and 
quick in 

disobeying Him. 
May He repay 
you with evil.” 

1 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Executor in the 
grave: 

(Not 

applicable.) 

A blind, deaf, 
and dumb 
person is 
appointed for 
him. He has an 
iron hammer 
that can turn 
mountains to 
dust. 

1 

Beating in the 
grave: 

(Not 

applicable.) 

He is hit 
between his 
ears, once and 
again, each time 
turning to dust, 
and getting 
restored as he 

was. 

1,7,8 

Uncanny shrieks 
of agony: 

(Not 

applicable.) 

" 

His shrieks are 
heard by 
everything 
(even animals) 
except the 
human beings 
and the jinns. 

1,7,8, 

* 

Wish of the 
dead regarding 
resurrection, 
when they see 
what awaits 
them: 

“My Lord, 
speed up the 
Resurrection, so 
that I may 
rejoin my 
family and 
property.” 

“My Lord! Do 
not establish the 
Hour.” 

1,5,7 
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Event 

A Believer 

A Disbeliever 

Ref. 

Wish to return: 

“Allow me to 
go give this 
good news to 
my family.” 

(Not 

applicable.) 

5,7 

Response of the 
two angels to 
the wish: 

“Calm down; 
sleep as does a 
newlywed 
person, whom 
no one awakens 
except the 
member of his 
family who is 
dearest to him.” 

(Not 

applicable.) 

1,5,7 

The rest of the 
abode in al- 
Barzakh : 

He sleeps until 
Allah raises him 
from his resting 
place. 

He sleeps like a 
bitten person, 
and his 
punishment 
goes on. 

5,6 

Where the soul 
stays until the 

Day of 
Resurrection: 

His soul is 
turned into a 
bird that eats 
from the trees 
of Jannah. 

(No 

information.) 

* 

Showing him 
his future abode 
morning and 
evening: 

He is shown his place in Jannah, 
and is told, “This will be your 
place when Allah raises you on the 
Day of Resurrection.” 

* 





Life in Al-Barzakh 


47 


After the Test 


Related Texts 


Continual Exposition to the Future Position 


Allah 



says: 


) I . o i t, ' | * 4 1 ✓ o ✓✓ ' |5 <* \ ' 0 * * l ^ \i\ 

' I ^ jAm » y* 5 Ij-Lc LfcJLs jj-i? jju j LJ I / 

n <cv^i 42i •,» Ji; 


j «The Fire; they (the people of Pharaoh) are exposed 
to it morning and evening; and on the Day when the 
Hour will be established (it will be said to the 

i 

angels): “Let Pharaoh’s people into the severest 
torment.”» 1 


Ibn ‘Umar (t$s>) said that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<When one of you dies, he is shown his (future) 
position morning and evening. If he is from the 
people of Jannah, (he is shown his place) in Jannah, 
and if he is from the people of the Fire, (he is shown 
his place) in the Fire; and each is told, “This will be 
your place when All&h raises you on the Day of 
Resurrection.”> 2 


Screams of agony 

Ibn Mas ud (4&>) said that Allah’s Messenger (lH) said: 

< Verily, the dead are punished in their graves, and 
even the animals hear their screaming.> 3 


1 G hafir 40:46. 

2 Al-BukharT and Muslim. 

3 Recorded by Abu Nu'aym and at-TabaranT in al-Kabir\ verified to be authentic by 
al-Albanl (Sahih ul-Jami no. 1965). 
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Zayd Bin Thabit (4e>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Verily, those people (the dead) are being afflicted in 
the grave. Were it not that you may tend to stop 
burying each other, I would have asked Allah (#|) to 
let you hear the torture of the grave as I do.> 1 

Darkness in the Grave 

Abu Hurayrah and Anas (c^>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) 
said: 


!<Indeed, these graves engulf their dwellers with 
darkness; and verily Allah illuminates them (for the 
believers) because of my salah (supplication) for 
them .> 2 

Eating from the Trees of Jannah 

Ka‘b Bin Malik narrated that Allah’s Messenger (HI) said: 

<Verily, a believer’s soul is (turned into) a bird that 
eats from the trees of Jannah until Allah ($&) sends 
it to his body on the day that it will be 
resurrected.> 3 


1 Muslim and Ahmad. 

2 Muslim and others. 

3 Recorded by Malik, Ahmad, and others; verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT ( SahTh 
ul-Jami no. 2373). 
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THE PROPHETS AND THE MARTYRS 


Introduction 

The prophets, the martyrs, and the most righteous believers have a 
special well-earned status in the hereafter. This applies to al-Barzakh 
as well. The prophets’ bodies are preserved from decay, and they live 
a special type of life in which they continuously pray to their 
Lord («$!•). The martyrs’ souls are with the other believers’ souls in 
Jannah, but their souls are within green birds, and they are closer to 
Allah, being immediately under the Throne. 


Preservation of the Prophets’ Bodies 

The earth does not consume the bodies of the Prophets. Aws Bin 
Aws (4s») narrated that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Indeed, among the best of all of your days is the 
day of Jumuah (Friday). On such a day, Adam was 
created, he died, on it the blow (of the Sur or 
trumpet of the Doom's Hour) will be sounded, and 
on it is the great shock (when all those on earth will 
die following the blow of the Sur); so say in plenty 
your salah upon me on Friday, for indeed your salah 
will be presented to me. Indeed, Allah has prohibited 
the earth from eating up the bodies of prophets.> 1 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and others; verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
(Sahlh ul-Jami no. 2212). 
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The Prophets' Life in Their Graves 

The Prophets live and pray in their graves. However, their life is not 
the life of this world, but is a life from al-Barzakh. What distinguishes 
it from the life of the other believers is that the latter sleep in their 
graves, whereas the prophets are granted the ability and merit to 
continue to pray even after death. Anas Bin Malik (*&>) reported that 
Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<The prophets are alive in their graves; and they are 
praying (therein).) 1 

Anas (*#b) also reported that the Messenger (H) said: 

<On the night of Isra 2 , 1 passed by Musa, who was 
standing in prayer in his grave.) 3 

Some scholars, such as al-ManawI, believe that this hadlth refers 
to the original linguistic meaning of the prayer, “It means that he was 
making dua, praising Allah, and mentioning Him.” 4 Others, such as 
al-Qurtubl, believe that it refers to the actual sharl (legislated) prayer. 

Note that there is no conflict between this hadtth and that (cited 
below) in which the Prophet (i$tl) says that he also saw Musa (SSsSS) on 
that night in the Sixth Heaven. The latter one refers to Musa’s soul, 
whereas the first one refers to his body joined by the soul in a ghaybl 
manner. 5 

Conveying the Salah 

Allah (($§) appoints an angel at the grave of Allah’s Messenger (HR-) to 
inform him, by name, of each one who says the salah upon him. Abu 
Bakr (<$&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (®) said: 

1 Recorded by Abu Yala, al-Bazzar and others; verified to be authentic by al-Albanl 
(Sahlh ul-Janu no. 2790). 

2 Isra: The Prophet's (!!&) miraculous night trip from Makkah to Jerusalem. 

3 Muslim and others. 

4 Fayd ul-Qadir 5:519. 

5 Al-Ayat ul-Bayyinat 4 1 . 
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<Say the salah upon me frequently, because Allah 
has appointed for me an angel who stays by my 
grave. Whenever one of my Ummah (Nation or 
followers) says the salah upon me, that angel says to 
me, “O Muhammad, such and such person said the 
salah upon you at this moment.”> 1 

Also, Abu Mas'ud al-Ansari (4§&) reported that the Messenger (&H) 
also said: 

<Say the salah upon me plentifully on al-Jumuah 
(Friday), for no one says the salah upon me on 
Friday but his salah is presented to me.> 2 


The Night Journey 

Malik Bin Sa'saah narrated that Allah’s Messenger (HI) described to 
the sahabah his Night Journey ( al-Isra and al-Miraj) as follows: 

<While I was lying at al-Hatlm 3 , someone suddenly 
came to me and cut my body open from here to 
here 4 and took out my heart. A gold washbowl full 
of Iman (faith) was then brought to me. My heart 
was washed with Zamzam’s water and filled with 
Iman ; it was then returned to its original place. 

Before me was brought an animal smaller than a 
mule and larger than a donkey, white in color, called 
al-Buraq. (It travels so fast that) it places its footstep 


1 Recorded by ad-Daylami; verified to be hasan by al-Albani ( Sahih ul-Jamt no. 
1207). 

2 Recorded by al-Hakim and al-BayhaqT; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( SahTh 
ul-Jami no. 1208). 

3 The wall of al-Kabah nearest to the black stone. It is so called because people 
crowd around it. 

4 From his throat to his navel. 
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at the end of its eyesight. I was carried on it, and 
Jibrll led me till he reached the lowest heaven. 

When he requested admission, he was asked, 
“Who is it?” He said, “Jibrll.” He was asked, “Who 
accompanies you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” He 
was asked, “Has he been summoned?” He said, 
“Yes.” It was then said, “He is welcome; what an 
excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened. When I 
entered, I saw Adam (H). Jibrll said, “This is your 
father, Adam; so give him salam (greeting with 
peace).” I gave him salam. He returned my salam 
and said, “Welcome, righteous Prophet and righteous 
son.” 

Jibrll then ascended with me until we reached the 
second heaven. He requested admission, and was 
asked, “Who is it?” He said, “Jibrll.” He was asked, 
“Who accompanies you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” 
He was asked, “Has he been summoned?” He said, 
“Yes.” It was then said, “He is welcome; what an 
excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened. When I 
entered, I saw Yahya (John) and Isa (Jesus), who 
are cousins. Jibrll said, “These are Yahya and ‘Isa; 
give them salami I gave them salam. They returned 
my salam and said, “Welcome, righteous brother and 
righteous prophet.” 

Jibrll then ascended with me to the third heaven. 
He requested admission, and was asked, “Who is it?” 
He said, “Jibrll.” He was asked, “Who accompanies 
you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” He was asked, 
“Has he been summoned?” He said, “Yes.” It was 
then said, “He is welcome; what an excellent visit his 
is!” The gate was opened. When I entered I saw 
Yusuf. Jibrll said, “This is Yusuf; give him salam.” 
I gave him salam. He returned my salam and said, 
“Welcome, righteous brother and righteous 
prophet.” 

Jibrll then ascended with me to the fourth 
heaven. He requested admission, and was asked, 




Life in Al-Barzakh 


53 The Prophets and the Martyrs 


“Who is it?” He said, “Jibrfl.” He was asked, “Who 
accompanies you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” He 
was asked, “Has he been summoned?” He said, 
“Yes.” It was then said, “He is welcome; what an 
excellent visit his is!” The gate was opened. When I 
entered, I saw Idris. Jibrfl said, “This is Idris; give 
him salam.” I gave him salam. He returned my 
salam and said, “Welcome, righteous brother and 
righteous prophet.” 

Jibrfl then ascended with me to the fifth heaven. 
He requested admission, and was asked, “Who is it?” 
He said, “Jibrfl.” He was asked, “Who accompanies 
you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” He was asked, 
“Has he been summoned?” He said, “Yes.” It was 
then said, “He is welcome; what an excellent visit his 
is!” When I entered I saw Harun (Aaron). Jibrfl 
said, “This is Harun; give him salam.” I gave him 
salam. He returned my salam and said, “Welcome, 
righteous brother and righteous prophet.” 

Jibrfl then ascended with me to the sixth heaven. 
He requested admission, and was asked, “Who is it?” 
He said, “Jibrfl.” He was asked, “Who accompanies 
you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” He was asked, 
“Has he been summoned?” He said, “Yes.” It was 
then said, “He is welcome; what an excellent visit his 
is!” When I entered I saw Musa (Moses). Jibrfl said, 
“This is Musa; give him salam.” I gave him salam. 
He returned my salam and said, “Welcome, 
righteous brother and righteous prophet.” After I 
passed on, he began crying; he was asked, “What 
makes you cry?” He said, “I am crying because a 
young man, sent after me (with the Message from 
Allah), has followers who will enter Jannah in 
greater numbers than my followers.” 

Jibrfl then ascended with me to the seventh 
heaven. He requested admission, and was asked, 
“Who is it?” He said, “Jibrfl.” He was asked, “Who 
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accompanies you?” He replied, “Muhammad.” He 
was asked, “Has he been summoned?” He said, 
“Yes.” It was then said, ‘.‘He is welcome; what an 
excellent visit his is!” When I entered I saw Ibrahim. 
Jibril said, “This is your father Ibrahim; give him 
salam .” I gave him salam. He responded to my saldm 
and said, “Welcome, righteous son and righteous 
prophet.” 

I was then shown Sidrat ul-Muntaha ’. And 
behold! Its fruits were like the jars of Hajar 1 2 , and 
its leaves were as big as elephants’ ears. Jibril said, 
“This is Sidrat ul-Muntaha .” There ran four rivers, 
two were concealed and two were visible. I asked, 
“What are these rivers, O Jibril?” He replied, “As 
for the two concealed ones, they are two rivers in 
Jannah; and as for the two visible ones, they are the 
Nile and the Euphrates.” 

Then I was shown al-Bayt ul-Mamur 3 4 . I said, 
“What is this, O Jibril?” He replied, “This is al-Bayt 
ul-Mamur : seventy thousand angels enter into it 
every day; and once they leave, they never enter it 
again.” 

I was then offered a flask of wine, a flask of milk, 
and a flask of honey. I took the one that contained 
milk. Jibril remarked: “This is the fitrah 4 upon 
which you and your followers are.” 

Fifty salahs (prayers) were then made obligatory 
for me each day. On my way back I passed by Musa, 
who asked me, “What have you been commanded?” 
I replied, “I have been commanded to perform fifty 
prayers each day.” Musa said, “Your Ummah 
(followers) cannot accomplish fifty prayers each day. 


1 Sidrat ul-Muntaha: The Lotus Tree at the Farthest Limit, beyond which no one is 
allowed to pass. 

2 Hajar: A village near al-Madlnah where huge clay jars used to be made. 

3 Al-Bayt ul-Mamur: The Much-Frequented House in the heavens. 

4 Fitrah: The pure nature according to which Allah created the people. 




Life in Al-Barzakh 


55 The Prophets and the Martyrs 


By Allah, I have dealt with the people before you; 
and I tried my utmost with the Children of Isratl. 
Go back to your Lord, and ask him to reduce the 
burden for your Ummah.” 

I returned; and Allah reduced the required 
number of prayers by ten. Again, I came to Musa, 
who repeated his earlier advise to me. 

I returned; and Allah reduced the number by 
ten. I came to Musa, who repeated his earlier advise. 

I returned; and Allah reduced the number by 
ten. I came to Musa, who repeated his earlier advise. 

I returned; and Allah reduced the number by 
ten, thus commanding me to perform ten prayers 
each day. And Musa repeated his earlier advise. 

I returned, and was commanded to perform five 
prayers each day. When I cam back to Musa, He 
said, “What have you been commanded?” I replied, 
“I have been commanded to perform five prayers 
each day.” He said, “Your Ummah cannot 
accomplish five prayers each day. I have dealt with 
the people before you; and I tried my utmost with 
the Children of Isratl. Go back to your Lord, and 
ask him to reduce the burden for your Ummah .” I 
said, I have requested so much from my Lord that 
I now feel shy (to ask anymore of Him). I will just 
accept this and submit to Him. As I left, I heard a 
caller address me by saying, “You have submitted to 
My command, and have reduced the burden for My 
worshippers.”> 1 


The Martyred 

The companions of the Prophet (ife) who were martyred in the battle 
of Uhud are anxious to inform their brothers about what Allah ($&) has 


1 Al-Bukhari, Muslim and others. 
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granted the martyrs. Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that Allah’s 
Messenger (H) said: 

<When your brothers were killed in the battle of 
Uhud, Allah ($g) cast their souls into green birds 
that frequent the rivers of Jannah, eat of its fruits, 
and rest in lamps of gold hanging in the shadow of 
the Arsh When they found this pleasant food, 
drink, and repose, they said, “Who will inform our 
brothers, on our behalf, that we are alive in Jannah, 
and that we receive sustenance - so that they do not 
forsake jihad (fighting in Allah’s way) or turn back 
during the fighting?” Allah ($g) said, “I will inform 
them for you.”> 1 2 


1 'Arsh: Throne. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and al-Hakim; verified to be authentic by al- 
AlbanT ( SahTh ul-Jamt no. 5205). 
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Samurah’s Hadfth 

Samurah Bin Jundub (*$&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) would 
often inquire from his companions, <Did anyone of you see a dream 
this night?> So dreams would be narrated to him by those whom Allah 
wills them to do. One morning he (H) told them: 

<Last night two men came to me (in a dream ') and 
said, “Come with us.” I went with them to a sacred 
land. 

1) We came upon a man lying flat on his back (on 
the ground). Another man was standing over his 
head with a boulder in his hand. He would hurl the 
boulder upon the (first) man’s head, causing it to 
split open. The boulder would then roll away, and he 
would go and retrieve it. By the time he returned to 
him, his head is restored as it was before, and he 
would hit him again (with the boulder). I said to 
them, “May Allah be exalted! Who are these two?” 

They said, “Come on, come on!” 

2) We proceeded until we came upon a man sitting, 
and another man standing over him with an iron 
hook. He would approach him from one side, and rip 
open (with the hook) his face from the corner of the 
mouth to the back of the head, from the nose to the 
back of the head, and from the eye to the back of 


1 The prophets’ dreams are all truthful; Satan cannot approach them even while they 
sleep. 
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the head. He would then move to the other side and 
do what he did on the first side. As soon as he 
finished with that side, the first side would be 
restored to what it was before, and he would move 
to it and do as he did the first time. I said, “May 
Allah be exalted! Who are these two?” They said, 
“Come one, come on!” 

3) We proceeded until we came upon a hole that 
resembled a baking pit, narrow at the top and wide 
at the bottom. Babbling and voices were issuing from 
it. We looked in and saw naked men and women. 
Underneath the pit was a raging fire; whenever it 
flared up, they screamed and rose with it until they 
almost fell out of the pit. As it subsided, they 
returned (to the bottom). I said, “Who are these?” 
They said, “Come on; come on!” 

4) We proceeded until we reached a river of blood, 
with a man swimming in its center. On the bank of 
the river there was a man who had piled around him 
many rocks. The man in the river would swim for a 
while, and then approach the one who had gathered 
the rocks around him, trying to exit (from the river). 
He would open his mouth, and he (the one standing 
on the bank) would throw a rock into it, causing him 
to return to his original position (in the middle of 
the river). He would then resume swimming; and 
every time he made an effort to get out (of the 
river), he would throw a rock into his mouth, forcing 
him to fall back to the center. I said, “Who are these 
two?” They said, “Come on, come on!” 

5) We proceeded until we came upon a garden dense 
with plantation, with all sorts of spring flowers, and 
with a very large tree in its center. Near the stem of 
the tree, there stood a very tall man - so tall that I 
could barely see his head in the sky. Around him 
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was the greatest number of children that I have ever 
seen. I said, “Who is this, and who are these?” They 
said, “Come on, come on!” 

6) Near the tree, I saw a man with the most hateful 
appearance in any man. Before him was a fire, 
which he was kindling and trotting around. I said to 
them, “Who is this?” They said, “Come on; come 
on!” 


7) As for the tree, never before had I seen a tree 
greater or more beautiful than this one. They 
instructed me, “Climb it.” We ascended, until we 
came upon a city that I have never seen one more 
beautiful. It was built with gold and silver bricks. 
We arrived at the gate of the city and requested 
admission. It was opened, and we entered into it. We 
were met by old and young men with one half of 
their faces the most beautiful to behold, and the 
other half the ugliest to behold. They (my two 
companions) said to them, “Go and plunge into that 
river.” A river was flowing across, whose water was 
milk-white in color. They plunged into it and 
returned to us. Their ugliness disappeared; and they 
became most handsome. 

8) They took me further up, and let me into a town 
better and more beautiful than the first one. 

I said, “Since the beginning of this night, you have 
taken me to different places, and I have been seeing 
amazing things! What is all this that I saw?” They 
said, “We will now tell you: 

1) As for the first man whom you saw his head 
getting smashed with a boulder: he is a man whom 
Allah taught the Quran, but he slept and neglected 
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it during the night, and did not implement it during 
the day. He turned away from the Quran , and slept 
through the prescribed prayers. He will continue to 
be tortured in this way until the Day of 
Resurrection. 

2) As for the man whom you saw with his mouth, 
nose, and eyes being ripped to the back of his head: 
he is a liar who leaves his house in the morning to 
spread lies which are carried from him in all 
directions. He will continue to be tortured in this 
way until the Day of Resurrection. 

3) As for the naked men and women who were in the 
pit: they are men and women who indulge in zina 
(adultery). 

4) As for the man whom you saw swimming in the 
river and being fed with rocks: he is the one who 
eats riba '. 

5) As for the tall man that you saw in the garden, he 
is Ibrahim (H). The children about him are all those 
children who have died according to fit rah 1 2 . 

(Here, some of the companions interjected, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah! The children of the disbelievers 
too?’ He (0) said, <The children of the disbelievers 
as well!>) 

6) As for the man with extremely ugly appearance 
who was by the fire, kindling it and running around 
it: he is Malik, the Guardian of Jahannam (Hell). 


1 Eating riba means to take usury or deal with any prohibited transactions. 
Unfortunately, many such transactions in our time are given deceiving names like 
“interest” or “benefit”. But there is no interest or benefit in them; and the names do 
not change their reality of being major sins and pure harm. 

2 Fitrah is the pure and clean nature according to which all people are born before 
they are influenced by their societies and upbringing. 
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7) As for the first town, it is the dwelling place of the 
common believers. The people who were half 
handsome and half ugly: they are people who mixed 
good with evil deeds, and Allah forgave them.” 

8) And as for this town, it is the dwelling place of 
the shuhada (martyrs). 

They added, “I am Jibrll, and this is MikaH. 
This is the Garden of ‘ Adn (Eden); and that over 
there is your residence. Now raise your head.” I 
raised my eyes and saw, above me, a castle that 
resembled a white cloud. They said (again), “That is 
your dwelling.” I said to them, “May Allah bless 
you; allow me to enter my dwelling.” They said, 
“Not yet! There is a portion of your life which you 
have not yet completed; when you complete it, you 
will surely enter your dwelling.” > 1 


Sins Punishable in the Grave 

In the following table, we summarize the sins that were specifically 
mentioned in authentic texts as being punishable in al-Barzakh. In the 
column of references, “S” refers to the above hadlth of Samurah (4&), 
and refers to the additional hadlth s appearing later in this chapter. 

It is important to note that these texts provide examples of sins that 
are punished in the grave. However, there could be other punishable 
sins that we have not been informed about. 


1 This is a combined narration of two different reports recorded by al-Bukharf from 
Samurah. 
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Sinful Person 

Punishment in al-Barzakh 

Ref. 

A kafir. 

Being the worst sin, his punishment 
is the most sever, as detailed in 
earlier chapters. 

Earlier 

chaps. 

One who rejects 
the Quran after 
knowing it, and 
sleeps through the 
prescribed prayers. 

He lies on his back on the ground. 

A man smashes his head, once and 
again, with a boulder. 

s 

A liar who spreads 
lies which are 
carried from him 
in all directions. 

His mouth, nose, and eyes are 
continuously ripped, with a sharp 
hook, to the back of his head. 

s 

Men and women 
who indulge in 
zina (adultery). 

They are put, naked, into a hole 
that resembles a baking pit, narrow 
at the top and wide at the bottom. 
Underneath the pit is a raging fire; 
whenever it flares up, they scream 
and rise with it until they almost 
fall out of the pit. As it subsided, 
they return (to the bottom). 

s 

One who take riba 
(usury). 

He swims in a river of blood, on 
whose bank stands a man with a 
pile of rock. Every time he tries to 
exit from the river, the man throws 
a rock into his mouth, causing him 
to fall back to the center of the 
river. 

s 

One who does not 
clean himself from 
traces of urine. 

This is the most common reason of 
punishment; but it is not specified 
what form of punishment he 
receives. 

* 
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Sinful Person 

Punishment in al-Barzakh 

Ref. 

One whose 
relatives wail or 
weep over him 
(expressing 
dissatisfaction with 
Allah’s decree). 

He receives punishment 
(unspecified), or his punishment is 
increased. This applies to a 
disbeliever, as well as a believer 
who had encouraged his relatives to 
do so. 

* 

One whose 
relatives are 
excessive in 
praising him. 

Allah appoints two angels who hit 
him in the neck saying, “Were you 
like that?” 

* 

One who spreads 
namlmah (slander) 
among the people. 

This is one of the great sin 
punished in al-Barzakh. Its 
punishment is not specified. 

* 


Additional Texts 
Contamination with Urine 

Ibn ‘Abbas (t$fe) reported that Allah’s Messenger (HO said: 

<The most prevalent punishment of the grave is 
because of urine.> 1 

Wailing of a Disbeliever's Relatives 

‘A’ishah (t^fe) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<Indeed Allah increases the punishtnent of a 
disbeliever because of the weeping of some members 
of his family over him.> 2 


1 Recorded by al-Hakim; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahih ul-Jami' no. 
3971). 

2 Recorded by an-An-NasaT; verified to be authentic by al-Albani ( Sahih ul-Jami' no. 
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Wailing of a Dead Person's Relatives 

Any dead person is also liable to the punishment of the grave because 
of the lamentation over him. He would be excused, however, if he had 
urged his family during his life not to do so after his death. ‘Abdullah 
Bin ‘Umar ($&) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($&) said: 

<The dead (person) is punished in his grave because 
of the wailing over him.> 1 

Excessiveness in Praising the Dead Person 

Abu Musa (4#b) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Whenever a person dies, and one of his mourners 
stands up and cries, “O you whom we used to rely 
on! O you who used to rescue us! and so on, two 
angels are appointed to hit him in the neck saying, 

“Were you truly as they say?”> 2 

Slandering 

Ibn ‘Abbas reported that Allah’s Messenger (S>) passed by two 
graves and said: 

<Verily, these two (dead people) are being tortured. 

Their punishment is for matters that are not 
important (to many people). But they are very 
serious indeed. As for the first, he used to walk 
about spreading slander; and as for the other, he did 
not cover himself from his urine.> 3 


1897). 

1 Al-BukharT, Muslim and others. 

2 Recorded by at-TirmithT; verified to be hasati by al-Albanl (Sahlh ul-Jami no. 
5788). 

3 Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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SAVIORS FROM THE PUNISHMENT 


From the previous chapters, it is apparent that the best protection 
against punishment in the grave is to carry the true belief in Allah and 
avoid the major sins. In this chapter* we additionally present specific 
things that protect from the punishment of the grave. 


Martyrdom on the Battlefield 

Al-Miqdam Bin Ma‘d Yakrib narrated that Allah’s Messenger (So 
said: 


<A shahid (martyr) is favored by Allah with seven 
qualities: 

(a) He is forgiven as soon as his blood gushes forth; 

(b) he is shown his position in Jannah; 

(c) he is adorned with the adornments of Iman; 

(d) he is married to seventy two wives of al-Hur ul- 
In (fair females with wide lovely eyes); 

(e) he is protected from the torment of the grave, 
and is saved from the Great Fear (on the Day of 
Judgement); 

(f) on his head is placed the crown of dignity, each 
of whose jewels is better than the world and all what 
is in it; 

(g) and he is allowed to intercede for seventy of his 
relatives.> 1 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ibn Majah, and Ahmad; verified to be authentic by a 
AlbanT ( Sahih ul-Jami no. 5182). 
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One of the companions of the Prophet (%) reported that a man 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, why are all the believers tested in their 
graves except a martyr?” He (0) said: 

<The flashing of swords over his head was a 
sufficient fitnah (test) for him.> 1 


Standing Guard in the Way of Allah 

Salman (4§fe) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Standing guard (on the battle ground) for one day 
and night is better than fasting the days and praying 
the nights of an entire month. And if he (the guard) 
dies, his (good) deeds that he used to do continue to 
accumulate for him (until the Day of Judgement); he 
is provided with his provisions (from Jannah)\ and 
he is saved from al-Fattdn 2 .> 3 

Fudalah Bin ‘Ubayd and 'Uqbah Bin ‘Amir 0$*,) reported that 
Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Every dead person’s deeds are sealed (at the time of 
death), except for the one who stands guard in the 
way of Allah: his (good) deeds continue to increase 
until the Day of Resurrection; and he is protected 
from the trial of the grave .> 4 


1 Recorded by an-NasaT, verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT ( Sahih ul-Jami no. 
4483). 

2 Al-Fattdn: The angel who test people in the grave. 

3 Muslim. 

4 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, at-TirmithT, and others; verified to be authentic 
by al-AlbanT ( Sahih ul-Jami' no. 4562). 
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Death Caused by Abdomen Diseases 

‘Abdullah Bin Yasar reported that he was sitting with Sulayman Bin 
Sard and Khalid Bin ‘Arfatah ($&). They mentioned that a man died 
of an abdominal disease; and they expressed desire to witness his 
funeral; one of them said to the other, “Did Allah’s Messenger (H) not 
say: 


<Whoever is killed by a disease in his abdomen will 
not be punished in the grave?>” 

The other one replied, “Yes. You spoke the truth.” 1 


Reciting Surat ul-Mulk 

‘Abdullah Bin Mas'ud («§&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (HO said: 

<Surat Tabarak is the protector from the torment of 
the grave.> 2 


Dying on Friday 

‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr (t$b) said that Allah’s Messenger ($&) said: 

<For any Muslim who dies on the day or night of 
J umu ah (Friday), Allah protects him from the trial 
of the graven 3 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi and others; verified to be authentic by al-Albam in Ahkam 
ul-Janaiz. 

2 Recorded by Al-Hakim and others; verified to be authentic by al-AIbanT ( Sahlh ul- 
Jarni no. 3643). 

3 Recorded by Ahmad and at-TirmithT; verified to be hasan by al-Albanl ( Sahlh ul- 
Jami no. 5773). 




CHAPTER 10 


COMMUNICATION WITH AL-BARZAKH 1 


The Dead’s Ability to Hear? 

Do the dead hear what takes place in this world? This question is not 
subject to human opinions or speculations. It is a matter of ghayb that 
is encompassed by Allah’s knowledge, and may only be established 
through a clear evidence from Allah’s book and His Messenger’s (0) 
Sunnah. 

The true understanding in this regard is that the dead cannot, in 
general, hear what takes place on the earth. There are, however, 
exceptions to this general rule that are established in the Book and the 
Sunnah. We have to accept these exceptional cases and believe in 
them, without generalizing them beyond their boundaries. 

In this chapter, we will establish this understanding by presenting 
the proper evidence and, in some cases, refuting the wrong evidence 
used by some people to the contrary. 


Comparison with the Deaf 


Allah ($&) says: 

‘O'j Hi fc' jji yj % 'jjj I yj v £\y 

A • J*JI 


1 This chapter draws heavily on “al-Ayat ul-Bayyinat ” by al-Alusi and al-Albani. 
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«So, verily (O Muhammad), you cannot make the 
dead hear you, nor can you make the deaf hear the 
call while they turn their backs to you.» 1 

In this ayah, Allah ($g) compares the dead disbelievers to the deaf 
people. This obviously indicates that they share with them the 
characteristic of being unable to hear. Ibn Jarir at -Tabari ('^') supports 
this understanding in his TafsTr ( Quranic commentary) by saying: 

‘This is a parable meaning, ‘You cannot make these 
disbelievers understand, because Allah has sealed their 
hearing and has taken away their ability to understand 
the revealed lessons that are recited to them - just as 
you cannot make the dead understand by giving them 
hearing, because Allah has taken away their hearing 
faculty.’ 

He is further saying, ‘You cannot make the deaf 
hear after they turn their backs to you, because they 
have been deprived of the hearing faculty. Similarly, for 
those whom Allah has deprived of the ability to hear 
and understand the ayat of His Book, you cannot help 
them in hearing and understanding.’ ” 2 

At -Tabari then reported that Qatadah (a&>) said: 

“Allah gives this parable for a kafir (disbeliever). Just 
as the dead cannot hear the calls, so the kafirs cannot 
hear. Thus He tells, ‘If a deaf person turns his back to 
you and you call him, he would not hear you. Similarly, 
a kafir would not hear, nor would he benefit from what 
he hears.’ ” 3 


1 An-Naml 27:80 and ar-Rum 30:52. 

2 Tafsir at -Tabari 21:36. 

3 Al-AlbanI verifies that this report has an authentic isnad (chain of narrators) ( al-Ayat 
ul-Bayyinat p. 30 of the introduction). 
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This is also the understanding of ‘A’ishah as is documented in 
the books of Sunnah '. It is also the understanding of ‘Umar and others 
among the sahabah. 


Those Who Are Worshipped Beside Allah 


Allah (§g) says: 

ojx: Lo ^ ^ ^ lijl djl i> 

Lo I I J^L:_ V o! O^JL i ^ 

<Q zdSl 

\i-sr >ii 


«Such is Allah your lord; to Him belongs the 
dominion. And those, whom you invoke instead of 
Him, own not even a qitmlr (date pit’s covering 
membrane). If you call upon them, they do not hear 
your call; and were they to hear, they could not 
grant your requests. And on the Day of 
Resurrection, they will disown your taking them as 
partners. And none can inform you better than one 
who is well acquainted with things.”» 1 2 


The disbelievers used to worship a number of people who were 
righteous and noble during their lifetimes. After their death, Satan 
inspired their followers to commemorate them with statues. These 
statues eventually turned into idols that were worshipped instead of 
Allah ($g). 

The above ayah clearly denies that those whom the disbelievers 
invoked instead of Allah could hear them. The ayah does not refer to 
the idols themselves, but to the persons whom they were supposed to 


1 Check al-Ayat ul-Boyyinat pp. 7, 10, 14, etc. 

2 Fatir 35:13-14. 
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represent. This clear from the statement, «On the Day of 
Resurrection, they will disown your taking them as partners.» It is 
not the idols, which are irrational objects, that will be resurrected, but 
rather the actual people that they represented. There are many ayat in 
the Quran indicating that when Allah resurrects the people, those who 
had been worshiped will turn against those who had worshiped them. 
However, there is nothing to indicate that the irrational objects will be 
resurrected as well. 

Therefore, this ayah indicates that the righteous people, as well as 
those who are of lesser virtue, cannot hear after their death. 


The Ditch of Badr 


The Combined Report 


Ibn ‘Umar, Abu Talhah, and Anas (4U reported that, after the battle 
of Badr, the Prophet (0) commanded his followers to cast twenty four 
of the most disdainful among the dead of the Quraysh into a very 
filthy ditch in Badr. Then, as was his practice after victory, he spent 
three nights in the neighborhood of the battleground. On the third day, 
he had his animal prepared for departure, and then went and stood with 
his companions at the verge of the ditch. He called out the dead men 
with their names and the names of their parent saying: 


<0 such and such, son of such and such! O such and 
such, son of such and such! ... Don’t you wish that 
you had obeyed Allah and His Messenger? Indeed, 
we have found our Lord’s promises to us true; have 
you found you Lord’s promises true?> 


Whereupon ‘Umar (4») (and others) exclaimed, “Are you addressing 
them after having been dead for three nights, and when these bodies 
have no souls in them? Can they hear? Allah ($&) says: 


(jjj i yj Si ddi> 


«VeriIy, you cannot make the dead hear you.»” 
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He (0) replied: 

<By Him in whose hand is Muhammad’s soul, They 
can hear me NOW; and you cannot hear what I am 
saying better than they can! But they cannot 
responds 1 


The Understanding of the Salaf 


When this incident was mentioned to ‘A’ishah Os^fe), she said, “The 
Prophet (0) only meant that they now realized that what he told them 
was the truth.” Then she recited the ayah: 


<cw.u fjj hi jjl yj V, 'jjj yj 


«So, verily you cannot make the dead hear you, nor 
can you make the deaf hear the call while they turn 
their backs to you.» 2 


Commenting on the above hadith, Qatadah (i^i) said: 


“Allah (§i) gave them life in order to hear the 
Prophet’s (SO words, as a reproach and scorn, and to 
make them feel the remorse and regret for what they 
did.” 3 


Ibn 'Atiyyah 4 said: 

“It appears that the incident of Badr constitutes a 
miracle for Muhammad (0), whereupon Allah ($i) 


1 This is a combined report from three authentic hadlths recorded by al-Bukharl, 
Muslim, and Ahmad. 

2 This is recorded by al-Bukharf, Ahmad, and others. 

3 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

4 He is a knowledgeable scholar of Hadith and Islamic legislation from Grenada, al- 
Andalus (Spain). He has a well-known book of tafslr called “ Al-Muharrar ul-Wajlz 
fi Tafslr il-Kitab il-Azlz ■ He died on 542 H. 
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give them back the perception to be able to hear him. 

Had Allah’s Messenger (HI) not told us of this, we 
would have interpreted his addressing them to carry the 
meaning of reprpach for the living disbelievers, as well 
as a reassurance for the hearts of the believers.” 1 

Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT (a^5) said: 

“Ibn ut-TIn said, ‘There is no conflict between of Ibn 
'Umar’s hadith (of the Ditch) and the ayah. There is no 
doubt that the dead cannot hear. But Allah may enable 
that which does not normally hear to hear ...’” 2 

The Prophet’s Approval 

It is important to point out that the Prophet (HI) approved of the 
understanding of ‘Umar and others among the sahabah that the dead 
cannot hear. We should assume that these companions have previously 
gained this understanding from the Prophet (H) - otherwise, they 
would not have hastened to object to his action of addressing the dead. 
And even if we assume that they were hasty in objecting without 
knowledge, it would then be the Prophet’s (HI) obligation to clarify to 
them their misconception. However, he did not do any of that, but only 
indicated that those specific dead people were able to hear him at that 
specific time. Thus it is obvious that he (S>) approved of their general 
understanding in regard to this issue. 

And ‘A’ishah’s (^) above statement (p. 73) shows that she had 
a similar understanding to that of 'Umar and the other companions. 

Wrong Conclusion 

This is important to emphasize, especially when we realize that some 
scholars misinterpret this incident of the Ditch. They use the 
Prophet’s (HI) statement, <You cannot hear me better than they 
can,> as a proof that the dead always hear what goes on around them. 


1 Al-Qurtubfs Tafsir 13:232. 

2 Fathul-Barl 3:182. 
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They often neglect the fact that he (0) has approved of their 
understanding and did not object to it. Thus, they turn the exceptional 
case, which was a miracle granted to the Prophet (H) in that situation, 
into a general case conflicting with the clear texts of the Quran\ 

A SUNNAH OF THE PROPHETS 


It is interesting to indicate that addressing the disbeliever after they 
have been destroyed by Allah (t$g) is an old practice of the prophets. 
For instance, Allah (M) says in regard to the people of Salih: 


O <_yi I 

0 S' \ 9 ' + ' 0 S’ V* i ■* i 0 <. ♦ 0 <.\ ' \ | 'U' * > »' 

2 J <J I «AjL) j 13^ |» ^ C- 

V^-VA cil ^1 iOCA^f\ 'jj*6 V 


«So the earthquake seized them, and they became in 
their homes (corpses) fallen prone. He (Salih) turned 
away from them and said, “O my people! I have 
certainly conveyed to you the message of my Lord 
and advised you; but you do not like advisers.» 1 


Ibn Kathir commented on this by saying: 

“This is a rebuke from Salih (SS0I) to his people after 
Allah had destroyed them because of their disobeying 
him, rebelling against Allah, rejecting the truth, and 
turning away from the guidance. Salih said this to them, 
after their destruction, rebuking and reprimanding them; 
and they heard him, as has been reported in the two 
SahThs (Al-Bukhar! and Muslim) ...” 

He then cited the hadith of the Ditch. Note that the Quranic text does 
not express that they heard Salih. But Ibn Kathir assumed this based 
on the similar situation of the Ditch. 


I Al-A'raf 7:78-79. 
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The Roaming Angels 

Ibn Mas ud (4&) reported that the Prophet 

<Allah has angels that roam over the earth, 
delivering to me the salam from my Ummah.> 1 

Similar hadlths have been cited earlier (p. 50). They clearly 
indicate that the Prophet (ill) cannot independently hear the salam of 
the Mulsims, but needs angels to deliver it to him. This implies that he 
cannot hear other things as well. Also, the text of this hadith is general 
and makes no distinction based on distance. 

Thus, if Allah’s Messenger ($&) cannot hear after his death what 
goes on the earth, this should apply more appropriately to those who 
are lesser than him. 


Hearing the Footsteps of His Companions 

An important evidence used by those who believe that the dead hear 
what goes on the earth is the Prophet’s (0) description in the long 
hadith of al-Bara Bin ‘Azib (fully cited in Chapter 2): 

<He hears the thumping of his companions’ shoes as 
they walk away from his grave.> 

However, this clearly applies to the time when the dead person is 
put into his grave and the angels come to question him. It cannot be 
generalized to other cases. This is the only way to reconcile between 
the general meaning of the above ayah (as understood by ‘Umar, 
‘A’ishah, and other companions) and this hadith. 


I Recorded by Abu Dawud and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (al-Ayat 
ul-Bayyinat p. 43). 
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THINGS THAT BENEFIT THE DEAD 


Introduction 


This worldly life is a life of tests and trials. A person’s performance 
in it determines his fate in the hereafter. His actions are recorded, and 
are the basis for his judgement in the next life. 

Allah ($i) informs us that a disbeliever’s punishment is a result of 
his actions: 


<o.^ ^ ail 'A Lw aj' 'i> 

•" * ' * 

NAY jl jju. jl 


«This (punishment) is because of that which your 
hands have previously done. Certainly, Allah is never 
unjust to His slaves.» 1 


Allah (§i) also informs us that a believer’s rewards result from his 
actions: 


vr o >jji <o ^ yji iSijT JJjj) 


«This is Jannah which you have been made to 
inherit because of the deeds that you used to do.» 2 


Thus, the deeds that a person can do in this life to benefit him on 
the Day of judgement end by his death. Allah says: 


% % S S t S S S jl S I 't? ' 'll ^ ^ / H 



1 Al 'Imran 3: 1 82, al-Anfal 8:5 1 , and al-Hajj 22: 1 0. 

2 Az-Zukhruf 43:72. 
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<0 

N A ,LJI 

«And of no effect is the repentance of those who 
continue to do evil deeds until death faces one of 
them and he says, “Now I repent;” nor of those who 
die while they are disbelievers.» 1 

And Ibn ‘Umar (t$&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

< Allah accepts a person’s repentance as long as he 
does not reach the gurgling stage (when his soul 
departs).> 2 

Therefore, one cannot expect any changes in his records after 
departing from this world. 

Furthermore, one cannot expect other people to do for him, after 
his death, good deeds that will benefit him in the hereafter. Allah ('$&■) 
says: 

r<\ <o 'JmL £ vi j ji j> 

«And that the human being can have nothing but 
what he has earned (good or bad).» 3 

Commenting on this ayah, Ibn Kathlr (a^fel) said: 

“Imam ash-Shafn concluded from this ayah that 
reciting Quran does not benefit the dead, because it is 
not from their doing and earning. For this reason, 

Allah’s Messenger (0) did not recommend it to his 
Ummah, encourage them to do it, or guide them to it 
with a text or a hint. Nor was such a thing reported 
from any of the sahdbah (^>). Had this been any good, 




1 An-Nisa 4:18. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, at-TirmithT, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albam. 

3 An-Najm 53:39. 
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they would have preceded us in doing it. Matters of 
worship must be limited to the texts, and are not liable 
to modifications based on analogies and opinions.” 1 

It is in general true that one cannot benefit from other people’s 
deeds after his death. But this has important exceptions detailed in this 
chapter. 


List of Beneficial Acts 

The following list summarizes the beneficial acts, covered in this 
chapter, that benefit a person after his death. 


# 

Beneficial Act 

1 

Janazah prayer for the deceased 

2 

Deeds of renewed benefit 

3 

Charitable deeds from a child 

4 

Fulfilling the deceased’s vows 

5 

Payment of the deceased’s debts 

6 

Supplications of the Muslims 

7 

Guarding in Allah's way 

8 

Reviving the Sunnah 


Janazah Prayer 

When the Muslims pray janazah for their deceased brother, they are 
granted intercession for him. The more the number of Muslims who 
join in the prayer, the more beneficial it is for the deceased. 


1 Tafsir ul-Quran il-A^im. 
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This means that Allah takes their testimony and supplication 
regarding the deceased’s apparent actions as a sufficient reason for 
forgiveness. Since those Muslims who associated with him did not find 
any major problem to prevent them from supplicating for him, Allah 
the most generous accepts that and agrees to forgive many of his 
hidden sins that they did not know. Anas and ‘A’ishah (i$b) reported 
that Allah’s Messenger (Hi) said: 

<Whenever a (Muslim) person dies, and a group of 
Muslims numbering one hundred pray janazah for 
him, all interceding on his behalf, their intercession 
is granted (by Allah), and he is forgiven.> 1 

Ibn 'Abbas 0$*>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H&) said: 

<Whenever a Muslim man dies, and forty men stand 
for his janazah prayer, all of them not joining 
anything with Allah in worship, Allah grants them 
intercession for him.> 2 

Maymunah O^e) reported that Allah’s Messenger (HI) said: 

<Whenever a (Muslim) person dies, and a group of 
(Muslim) people pray janazah for him, they are 
granted intercession for him.> 3 

Malik Bin Hubayrah (<^&) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($$*) 
said: 

< Whenever a Muslim dies, and three lines of 
Muslims pray janazah for him, he is granted 
forgiveness .> 4 


1 Muslim and others 

2 Muslim and others 

3 Recorded by an-Nasa’T; verified to be hasan by al-AlbanT ( Sahlh ul-Jamt no. 5787). 

4 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and others. Verified to be hasan by al-Hafiz and 

others; however, al-Albam disagrees with this because Muhammad Bin Ishaq, one 
of the narrators, is known to be a mudallis (one who is ambiguous in stating his 
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Shams ul-Haqq Abadi said in his commentary on Sunan Abl 
Dawud: 


“These hadlths indicate that it is recommended to gather 
a large number of people for the janazah prayer. It 
should be attempted to reach these numbers (mentioned 
in the hadlths), because that could lead to success (in 
the forgiveness of the deceased). This has been 
restricted by two conditions: 

1) They should attempt to intercede for him, which 
means that they should be sincere in supplication 
and in seeking forgiveness for him. 

2) They should all be Muslims, none among them 
joining partners with Allah, as in the earlier hadith 
of Ibn ‘Abbas.” 1 

Deeds of Renewed Benefit 


Any good deed that a Muslim starts during his lifetime, and that is of 
renewed benefit and ongoing use for the Muslims, will continue to 
benefit him and augment his record of good deeds, even after his. 
departure - as long as its benefits continue to reach others. Allah ($jf ) 
says: 


o 0 

U A* * ' \ i>\" I * ^ \" * 


«We record that (deeds) which they have put 
forward, and their traces (that which they have left 
behind).» 2 


sources), and did not declare direct hearing of this report ( Ahkam ul-Janaiz 128). 
Yet, the Prophet’s ($f&) practice of forming three lines for janazah prayer provides 
a further supporting evidence for this hadith. 

1 'Awn ul-Ma'bud 8:452. 

2 Ya-Sin 36: 1 2. 
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Abu Hurayrah (4$>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<When a human being dies, all of his deeds are 
terminated except for three types: an ongoing 
sadaqah, a knowledge (of Islam ) from which others 
benefit, and a righteous child who makes Du a for 
him.> 1 

Abu Qatadah (4^>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<The best that a man can leave behind after his 
death are three things: a righteous child who makes 
Du a for him, an ongoing sadaqah whose rewards 
continue to reach him, and a knowledge that 
continues to be implemented after him.> 2 

Abu Qatadah (4») also reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<Among the good deeds that continue to benefit a 
believer after death are: a knowledge that he taught 
and disseminated, a righteous child who lived after 
him, a Quran book that he left as inheritance, a 
masjid (mosque) that he built, a house that he built 
for the wayfarers, a stream that he ran, or a charity 
that he gave from his wealth during his healthy 
lifetime so that it would reach him (in rewards) after 
death.> 3 

Commenting on this, al-Munthirl (xfe) said: 

“Some scholars say that the deeds of a human being 
end with his death. However, since he had caused these 


1 Muslim and others. 

2 Recorded by Ibn Majah and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Munthiri and al- 
Albanl. 

3 Recorded by Ibn Majah and others. Verified to be hasan by al-Munthiri and al- 
AlbanT. 
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things (which are mentioned in the above hadTths), such 
as the earning of a child, disseminating the knowledge 
among those who take it from him, compiling a book 
that remains after him, or establishing a sadaqah, the 
rewards of these things continue to reach him as long as 
they continue to exist.” 1 

The reason that one continues to receive rewards for these deeds, 
even though they are done by other people, is that he had initiated 
them during his life or contributed to them to a certain degree, whether 
little or large. Since Allah does not neglect an atom’s weight of deeds, 
He records these contribution for a person even after his death. Abu al- 
Wafa Bin ‘Aqll said: 

“The best explanation for this in my view is that a 
human being, by his efforts and good conduct, had 
earned friends, produced children, married spouses, 
done good, and was amiable to the people. Because of 
this, they invoke mercy for him and do good on his 
behalf. All of this is then a result of his own earning.” 2 

And Rashid Rida (xfe) said: 

“Among the deeds that benefit a person, even though 
they are done by others, are those that count like his 
own because he caused them, such as his children’s 
supplication for him, or their performing hajj, giving 
sadaqah, or fasting on his behalf - all of which having 
been established with authentic hadlths." 3 


1 'Awn ul-Ma'bud 8:86. 

2 Cited in ar-Ruh by Ibn ul-Qayyim p. 171. 

3 TafsTr ul-Manar 8:247. 
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Charitable Deeds from a Child 

One’s Child Is from His Earning 

The above hadiths indicate that a righteous child benefits his deceased 
parents with dua. It is further demonstrated here that he can benefit 
them by spending sadaqah, as well as doing other charitable deeds, on 
their behalf. 

‘A’ishah (is|fe) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<Indeed, the best that one eats is that which he earns. 

And his child is from his earning.> 1 

The reason for this is that a parent benefits himself by rearing his 
child according to the teachings of Islam, and exerting a consistent 
effort to raise him as a righteous person. As the child grows into 
adulthood and does righteous deeds, his parents deserve a merit in that 
they helped him accomplish that; and his good actions are therefore, 
at least in part, from his parents’ earning. 

Sadaqah from a Child 

‘A’ishah (^) reported that a man asked Allah’s Messenger (H), “My 
mother had a sudden death, and did not have chance to bequeath 
anything. Had she been able to do, I think that she would have given 
sadaqah. Would she or I get any rewards if I give sadaqah on her 
behalf?” He (H) replied, <Yes! So give sadaqah on her behalf.> 2 

Ibn ‘Abbas 0$b) reported that Sa‘d Bin ‘Ubadah’s mother died 
during his absence on a trip. He came to the Prophet ($&) and asked 
him, “O Allah’s Messenger! My mother has passed away during my 
absence. Would it be of benefit to her if I give sadaqah on her 
behalf?” He (H) replied, <Yes!> He said, “Be my witness then that I 
give my fruitful garden as sadaqah on her behalf.” 3 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albam 
(Ahkam ul-Janaiz 217). 

2 Al-BukharT, Muslim, and others. 

3 Al-BukharT, Ahmad, and others. 
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Abu Hurayrah (*&>) reported that a man asked the Prophet (0), 
“My father has died, leaving behind a wealth; but he did not bequeath 
anything. Would it help him if I give sadaqah on his behalf?” He (iH) 
replied, <Yes!> 1 

‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr (t$s>) reported that al-'As Bin Wa il as-Sahml 
(his grandfather) bequeathed that one hundred slaves be freed on his 
behalf. His son Hisham freed fifty; and ‘Amr wanted to free the other 
fifty, but decided to ask Allah’s Messenger (H) first. He came to the 
Prophet (H) and said, “O Allah’s Messenger (H)! My father has 
bequeathed that one hundred slaves be freed on his behalf. Hisham has 
freed fifty, and fifty are left. Should I free them for him?” He replied: 

<Had he been a Muslim, your freeing slaves, giving 
sadaqah, or performing hajj on his behalf would all 
have reached (in rewards) and benefited him.> 2 

Commenting on these hadiths, ash-Shawkanl said: 

“This indicates that the rewards for a sadaqah from a 
child reach the parents after their death - even if they 
had not bequeathed it. These hadiths restrict the general 
meaning of Allah’s ($i) saying: 

r\ <o Li ^ J 3 ob> 

«And that the human being can have nothing but 
what he has earned.» 3 

But there is no indication in these hadiths that the 
sadaqah, except from one’s own child, helps. Since it 
is established that a person’s child is his own earning, 
it is not possible to claim that the meaning (of these 
hadiths) needs to be restricted. 


1 Muslim, Ahmad, and others. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and al-BayhaqT. Verified to be hasan by al- 
AlbanT ( Ahkam ul-Janaiz 218). 

3 An-Najm 53:39. 
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As for the sadaqah from other than one’s child, it 
is apparent from general Quranic texts that it does not 
help the deceased. This should then be maintained 
unless an additional evidence can be brought to restrict 
it.” ' 

Charitable Deeds from a Non-child 

Some scholars, such as an-NawawI, hold the opinion that all charitable 
deeds on behalf of a deceased person benefit him, whether done by his 
children or other people. This is refuted by ash-Shawkanl’s above 
strong argument. Similarly, al-Albanl says in this regard: 

“Some scholars have treated a non-child as a child (in 
this matter). This analogy is invalid for various reasons: 

1 . It conflicts with general Quranic texts that make a 
person’s good deeds a condition for entering 
Jannah. There is no doubt that a parent benefits 
himself by raising his child and nurturing him. 

Thus, unlike other people, he deserves a reward for 
this. 

2. The difference between the two cases inhibits such 
an analogy. As in 'A’ishah’s hadlth, Allah has 
made a child part of his parents’ earnings - but not 
of other people’s earnings. Al-'Izz Bin ‘Abd us- 
Salam said: 

‘If one does an act of obedience and dedicates 
its reward to a living or dead person, the reward 
will not reach that person. And if he starts an 
act of worship intending it on behalf of a dead 
person, it would not be as intended - except for 


1 Nayl ul-Awtar 4:97. 
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things excluded in Islam such as sadaqah, 
fasting, and hajj.' 1 

3. Had this analogy been possible, it would have 
implied that it is recommended to dedicate rewards 
to the dead. In such a case, the Salaf would have 
done this, because they surely used to have more 
concern than us about doing good. But they did not 
do it. Ibn Taymiyyah said: 

‘It was not the practice of the Salaf , , when they 
performed a voluntary prayer, fasting, hajj, or 
Quranic recitation, to dedicate the rewards of 
that to the dead Muslims. Thus, one should not 
abandon the way of the Salaf, because it is 
better and more complete.’ 2 ” 3 

Claims for Ijma 

It should be noted that there are claims for ijma (consensus) that a 
dead person benefits from the good deeds, including Quranic 
recitation, done on his behalf by other people 4 . Whereas these claims 
have been demonstrated to be invalid in the above discussion, they 
further fall under the following two consideration: 


1 Al-Fatawa 24:2. 

2 Al-lkhtiycirat ul-Ilmiyyah 54. Note that Ibn Taymiyyah has another opinion 
contradicting this one, which was advocated by his student Ibn ul-Qayyim in ar-Ruh. 
That opinion conflicts with Ibn Taymiyyah’s known position of rejecting qiyas 
(analogy) in matters of worship; and it was refuted in a strong and sound manner by 
Muhammad Rashid Rida in Tafsir ul-Manar 8:254-270. Many people of bid ah have 
used this second opinion of Ibn Taymiyyah as an evidence against the followers of 
Sunnah. By doing this, they have neglected a very important fact, which is that the 
people of Sunnah do not imitate any one specific man without evidence; and they 
do not blindly imitate any particular scholar, regardless of how much love they hold 
for him ( Ahkam ul-Janaiz 221-222). 

3 Summarized from Ahkam ul-Janaiz 220-222. 

4 Such as an-NawawT, Ibn Qudamah (in al-Mughm 2:569), and others. 
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“1. It has been demonstrated by staunch scholars, 
such as Ibn Hazm (in Usui ul-Ahkam), ash- 
Shawkanl (in Irshad ul-Fuhul ), and ‘Abd ul- 
Wahhab Khallaf (in Usui ul-Fiqh ), that it is not 
possible to justify ijma for other than the most 
obvious matters in Islam. Imam Ahmad has 
indicated this in his famous refutation against 
those who claim ijma. 

2. I have investigated many of the cases for which 
there have been claims of ijma, and found that 
there is an obvious difference of opinion 
concerning them. I even found (in some cases) 
that the opinion of the majority of scholars is 
contrary to the claimed ijmal ” 1 

A Dangerous Belief 

The danger of holding a wrong belief in regard to this issue has been 
clarified and emphasized by al-Albanl: 

“We do not doubt this wrong beliefs evil effects upon 
one who adopts it. He would rely upon others for 
acquiring rewards and high ranks (in the hereafter), 
because he knows that the Muslims dedicate hundreds 
of good deeds everyday to all of the living and dead 
Muslims, and he is one of them; that would then relieve 
him from having to work hard when others are striving 
on his behalf! . . . 

I A more dangerous saying is that it is permissible to 

f >erform hajj on behalf of others, even if there is no 
'alid excuse preventing them from performing it by 
hemselves. This causes many of the wealthy people to 
drop hajj or other obligations, giving themselves the 
excuse, ‘They will perform hajj on my behalf after my 
death!’ ... 


1 Al-Albam in Ahkam ul-Janaiz 219. 
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There are many other similar opinions that clearly 
have evil effects on the (Muslim) societies. It is 
imperative for the scholars who wish to reform (the 
societies) to reject such opinions, because they conflict 
with the texts, as well as the spirit of the Shariah. ... 

As for the person who rejects the opinions described 
above, it is inconceivable that he would ever rely on 
other people in doing deeds and acquiring rewards. He 
realizes that only his own deeds can save him, and he 
is rewarded in accordance with what he himself earns. 
It is then incumbent that he strives to the utmost to 
leave behind him good traces which will result in good 
rewards for him even in the loneliness of his grave - 
instead of those imaginary good deeds.” 1 2 


Fulfilling the Deceased’s Vows 

Fasting the Vowed Days 

‘A’ishah O^b) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<Whoever dies while he has a fasting to fulfill (as a 
vow), his wall 2 should fast for him.> 3 

Ibn ‘Abbas (t^b) reported that a woman was travelling in the sea, 
and she vowed that if Allah saved her she would fast for one month. 
Allah saved her, but she died before fulfilling her vow. Her daughter 
came to the Prophet ($&) and mentioned this to him. He asked, <Had 
she owed money as debt, wouldn’t you have paid it on her behalf?> 
She replied, “Yes.” He said: 


1 Ahkam ul-Janaiz 222-223. 

2 Next of kin or guardian. 

3 AI-BukharT, Muslim, and others. 
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<Allah’s debt is more worthy of being fulfilled. So 
fulfill (the vow) for your mothers 1 

Sa‘d Bin ‘Ubadah reported that he told Allah’s Messenger (0), 
“My mother has died; and she had an unfulfilled vow.” He instructed 
him: 


<Fulfill it for her.> 2 

These hadiths clearly indicate that it is recommended for a 
deceased’s wall to fulfill his vows for fasting. 

Fasting the Missed Days of Ramadan 

Some scholars recommended, in addition to this, fasting the days of 
Ramadan that the deceased had missed. However, the correct position 
in this regard is expressed by Imam Ahmad ($&): 

“One may not fast for a dead person except in the case 
of a vow.” 3 

This position is confirmed by the understanding of two of the 
sahabah'. ‘A’ishah (t^e>) and Ibn ‘Abbas (tj$j>). 

‘Amrah reported that her mother died without making up her 
missed days of Ramadan. She asked ‘A’ishah “Should I make 
that up on her behalf?” She replied: 

“No! Rather, give sadaqah to the needy in the amount 
of a half sa 4 (of grains or food) for every missed 
day.” 5 


1 Al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

2 Al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

3 Al-Masail 96 by Abu Dawud. 

4 A sa is a measure approximately equal to four scoops, with the hands cupped 
together, of an average man. 

5 Recorded by at-TahawT and Ibn Hazm. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT ( Ahkam 
ul-Janaiz 215). 
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Satd Bin Jubayr (sgte) reported that Ibn 'Abbas (t$g>) said: 

“If a man gets sick in Ramadan and then dies without 
fasting, food should be given on his behalf - without a 
need to make up for the fasting. But if he had made a 
vow (to fast), his wall should fast for him.” 1 

Commenting on this, al-Albanl says: 

“This understanding is adopted by the Mother of the 
Believers, as well as Ibn 'Abbas, the great scholar of 
the Ummah, and is further held by the Imam of Sunnah, 

Ahmad Bin Hanbal. It is the most moderate and 
appropriate opinion in this regard; and it fulfills all of 
the relevant hadlths, without rejecting any of them, 
especially the first, which the Mother of the 
Believers (^) did not find applicable to the fasting of 
Ramadan. She is the reporter of the hadith, and it is 
established that a narrator of a hadith is more 
knowledgeable about the meaning of what he reports, 
especially when his understanding agrees with the rules 
and foundations of the Shariah 2 , as is the case here.” 3 

And Ibn ul-Qayyim (xfe) comments on ‘A’ishah’s above hadith by 
saying: 


“One group (of scholars) generalizes this, and says that 
both the vowed and missed obligatory fasting should be 
made up for the deceased. Another group rejects this 
and says that no fasting may be made up for him. A 
third group is more specific in saying that only the 
vowed fasting, but not the obligatory fasting, should be 


1 Recorded by Abu Dawud and Ibn Hazm. Verified to be authentic by al-Albanl 
(Ahkam ul-Janaiz 215). 

2 Shariah or Shar: Islamic law and instructions. 

3 Ahkam ul-Janaiz 215-216. 
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fasted on his behalf. This is the opinion of Ibn ‘Abbas 
and his followers, and is the correct opinion. 

Just as it is not possible for one to pray on behalf of 
another, or embrace Islam on his behalf, the same is 
true about fasting. As for a vow, it represents a 
committed obligation similar to a debt. Thus, the wall’s 
execution is acceptable, as in the case of the debt. This 
is the pure understanding (of this issue). 

By the same token, it is not possible to perform hajj 
(pilgrimage) or zakah (obligatory charity) on behalf of 
the deceased unless he had an acceptable excuse in 
delaying that. This is similar to a wall’s feeding the 
needy on behalf of the one who broke his fast in 
Ramadan with a valid excuse. But as for the one who 
neglected his obligations without a valid excuse, it 
would not help him that others perform his neglected 
obligations, because he was the one required to perform 
them as a test for him - not the wall Thus, no one may 
repent on behalf of someone else, nor accept Islam, nor 
perform the prayers or other obligations that he 
neglected until death.” 1 


Payment of the Deceased’s Debts 

The deceased’s debts should be paid off immediately after his death. 
The wall should use whatever wealth the deceased had left behind. If 
that is exhausted, he should seek the help of relatives and friends of 
the deceased who are capable of helping in paying off the rest of the 
debt. There is a number of hadiths in this regard that we have included 
in Part 3 of this series. We mention one of them here for reference. 

Sa‘d Bin al-Atwal (<i$e>) reported that his brother died, leaving 
behind three hundred dirhams and children. He wanted to spend the 
money on his brother’s children, but the Prophet (0) told him: 


1 flam ul-Muwaqqt in 3 : 554 . 
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<Your brother is a captive because of his debt. Go 
pay it off for him.> 1 

The Muslims’ Supplications 

A Muslim’s dua for a dead Muslim tremendously benefits both of 
them. When it is done correctly, truthfully, and sincerely, it reflects a 
high level of brotherhood and concern; and it eliminates the factor of 
showoff which can potentially destroy the good deeds. Allah ($$) says: 

i h> 

\ • jJJ-\ <jLttL l ijfc, li:' 

«And those who came (into the faith) after them say: 

“Our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who 
preceded us in /wan.” » 2 

‘Ubadah (d&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<Whoever seeks forgiveness for the believing men 
and women, Allah records for him a good deed for 
every believing man and woman.> 3 

Abu ad-Darda (4^>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (0) said: 

<A Muslim’s supplication for his brother in his 
absence is acceptable. An angel is appointed to stand 
by his head; every time he invokes something good 


I'M * • ** 7 | ' * t' • • j ' 

UJ ^LCl Ujj OjJjAj 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Majah, and al-Bayhaqi. Verified to be authentic by al- 
AlbanT ( Ahkam ul-Janaiz 26). 

2 Al-Hashr 59:10. 

3 Recorded by At-TabaranI in al-Kablr, verified to be hasan by al- Alban! ( SahTh ul- 
Jami' no. 6026). 
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for his brother, the appointed angels says, “Amw 
and the same be given to you .”> 1 2 


Guarding in Allah’s Way 

As has been previously demonstrated (p. 66) Standing guard in the way 
of Allah (^g) benefits a person after his death. Fudalah Bin 'Ubayd 
and ‘Uqbah Bin ‘Amir (t$R>) reported that Allah’s Messenger (H) said: 

<The deeds of a dead person are sealed (at the time 
of death), except for the one who stands guard in the 
way of Allah: his (good) deeds continue to increase 
until the Day of Resurrection, and he is protected 
from the trial of the grave.> 3 


Reviving the Sunnah 

Calling to a forgotten Sunnah or fighting an established bid ah are 
among the most important charitable deeds that a person can do during 
his lifetime. They help revive Allah’s Din and enable other people to 
follow it clean and pure, as it was revealed to Muhammad (0). 

Jarir Bin ‘Abdillah («&>) reported that they (the companions) were 
with Allah’s Messenger (H) in the middle of the day when a group of 
people arrived (from outside al-Madlnah) to see him. They were 
barefoot, (almost) naked, wearing only woolen lined cloth pieces or 
cloaks, armed with swords, wearing no izars 4 or anything else beside 
that. Most or all of them were from (the tribe of) Mudar. The face of 
Allah’s Messenger (0) changed (reflecting sadness) when he noticed 
their extreme poverty. He went in (to his house), then came out. He 
commanded Bilal to give athan (prayer announcement), prayed zuhr 


1 This means, “O my Lord! Answer me!” 

2 Muslim and others. 

3 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, at-TirmithT, and others; verified to be authentic 
by al-Albanl ( SahTh ul-Jami no. 4562). 

4 Izar: a plain piece of clothing tied around the lower section of the body. 
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(midday prayer), then mounted a small minbar (steps). He gave a 
khutbah (speech) in which he praised and thanked Allah, and then said: 


<After this, (I say that) Allah has revealed in His 
book: 


jkj so>ij ^ ^ jji i jg\ ^iiji ife 1 u> 

^ * 

jjjl ail i jffij clSj (jjs ^ cJj 14a 

> .lji ioCjj ok ail %\ 


«0 people! Revere your Lord who has created you 
from one soul, and created from it its mate, and 
from these two spread forth multitudes of men and 
women; and fear Allah through whom you demand 
[your mutual rights], and [revere the ties of] the 
wombs. Indeed, Allah is ever-watchful over you.» 1 


And He (®g) says: 

oil cJjj C lx ail 1 J!J 1 jZi; '^1 i*L;> 
& jjlsr 1 j jkj % oo^ ta ai 1 oi ^ aii i 

o jjLjji ^ aai j 1 c ail i jj, 

e&jl jilii lujJ ^^14 v 


v • — > a < 0 oj^aji jU ' '■ 


«0 you who believe! Revere Allah, and let every 
person look to what he has sent forth for the 
morrow; and revere Allah. Allah is well Aware of 
what you do! And be not like those who forgot 
(disobeyed) Allah, and He caused them to forget 
themselves. Those are the disobedient. Not equal are 


1 An-Nisa’ 4:1. 
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the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of Jannah. 

It is the dwellers of Jannah that will be successful.* ' 

Spend (in Allah’s way) before you are prevented 
from spending. Let a man spend of his dinars, 
dirhams, clothes, measure of wheat, barley, or dates.> 

Until he ($&) said: 

<Do not belittle any amount of sadaqah (charity). 
Safeguard yourselves from the Fire, even with half 
a date.> 

Observing the people’s slow response, the Prophet’s ($j&) face showed 
signs of anger. But then, one man from the Ansar came with a parcel 
full (of money) of silver and gold, which he could hardly hold in his 
palm. He handed it to Allah’s Messenger (H), while he was still on 
the minbar, and said, “O Allah’s Messenger! Take this in Allah’s 
way.” He (0) took it. Abu Bakr (4&) then stood and gave something. 
Then ‘Umar (■$&) gave something. Then the rest of the Muhajrun and 
Ansar gave. Thus people followed each other in giving charity: This 
would give a dinar, this a dirham, this such, and this such - until there 
were two piles of food and clothes; and the face of Allah’s 
Messenger (H) lighted up with a reddish-golden color. So he said: 

<He who initiates in Islam a good way gets his 
reward for it, as well as rewards similar to those 
who follow him into it, without reducing any of their 
rewards. And he who initiates in Islam an evil way 
gets his burden for it, as well as burdens similar to 
those who follow him into it, without reducing any of 
their burdens.> 

He (H) then recited: 


1 Al-Hashr 59 : 18 - 20 . 
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Jj j |«Jb j_lU j L» 


^ ^ o~t ^ r^! cr? 

* * * 

«We record that which they have done, as well as 
their traces - and We have enumerated everything in 
a clear book.» 1 


And he divided what was collected among them (the poor people from 
Mudarj. 2 


Conclusion 

From the above discussion, we can conclude that: 

1. A person’s deeds are sealed by his death. Nothing that takes place 
after that can affect his records. 

2. The exception to the above rule is that anything, good or bad, that 
takes place after a person’s death, which he contributed to its 
occurrence in any manner during his lifetime, will appear in his 
records in proportion with his contribution to it. 


1 Ya-Sin 36:12. 

2 This combined report is taken from Muslim, Ahmad, and others ( ahkam ul-Janaiz 
224-226). 
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